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DISCOURSES 

ON  THE 

RELATION  OF  THE  “MORMONS” 

TO  THE 

GOVERNMENT  OF  TIIE  UNITED  STATES. 


AN  ADDRESS 

BY  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  SMITH, 

Delivered  on  the  evening  of  hie  arrival  from  Dixon, 
June  30,  1843,  in  the  Grove,  near  the  Temple, 
Nauvoo;  about  eight  thousand  people  having 
hastily  assembled,  under  the  most  intense  excite- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  attempt  of  Sheriff 
Reynolds,  of  Jackson  County,  Missouri,  to  kid- 
nap him  to  Missouri,  by  preventing  him  from 
obtaining  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

(Repo; led  by  Dr.  Willard  Richards  and  Elder  Wilford 
Woi  drnff] 

Joseph  arose  and  said: — 

The  corgregation  is  large;  I shall  require  atten- 
tion. I discovered  what  the  emotions  of  the 
people  were  on  my  arrival  at  this  city,  and  I have 
come  here  to  say  “ how  do  you  do  ?”  to  all  parties, 
and  I do  now  at  this  time  say  to  all,  “ How  do 
you  do?”  I meet  you  with  a heart  full  of  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God;  and  1 presume  you  all 
feel  the  same.  I urn  well — I am  hearty.  I hardly 
know  how  to  express  my  feelings — I feel  as  strong 
as  a giant.  I pulled  sticks  with  the  men  coming 
along,  and  I pulled  np  with  one  hand  the  strongest 
man  that  could  be  found:  then  two  men  tried, ; 
hut  they  could  not  pull  me  up;  and  I continued 
to  pull  mentally  until  I pulled  Missouri  to  Nau- 
voo. But  I will  pass  from  that  subject. 

There  has  been  greut  excitement  in  the  country  , 
since  Joseph  H.  Reynolds  and  Harmon  Wilson 
took  me;  but  I have  been  cool  and  dispassionate 
through  the  whole.  Thank  God,  l am  now  a 
prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Municipal  Court  of 
Nauvoo,  and  not  in  the  hands  of  Missourians. 

It  is  not  so  much  my  object  to  tell  of  my  afflic- 
tions, trials,  and  troubles,  as  to  speak  of  the  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  so  that  the  minds  of  all  may 
be  corrected.  It  has  been  asserted  by  the  great 
and  wise  men,  lawyers  and  others,  that  our  muni- 
cipal powers  and  legal  tribunals  are  not  to  be 
sanctioned  by  the  authorities  of  the  State;  and 
accordingly  they  want  to  make  it  lawful  to  drag 
away  innocent  men  from  their  families  and  friends, 
and  have  them  put  to  death  by  ungodly  men  for 
their  religion!  Relative  to  our  city  charter,  courts, 
right  of  Habeas  Corpus,  &c.,  I wish  you  to  know 
and  publish  that  we  have  all  power;  and  if  any 
man  from  this  time  forth  says  anything  to  the 
contrary,  cast  it  into  his  teeth.  There  is  a secret 
in  this;  if  there  is  not  power  in  our  charter  and 
courts,  then  there  is  not  power  in  the  state  of 
Illinois,  nor  in  the  Congress,  or  Constitution  of ! 
the  United  States:  for  the  United  States  gave  unto 
Illinois  her  constitution  or  charter,  and  Illinois 
gave  unto  Nauvoo  her  charters,  ceding  unto  us 
our  vested  rights,  which  she  has  no  right  or  power 


to  take  from  us:  nil  the  power  there  was  in  Itli- 
; nois  she  gave  to  Nauvoo;  and  any  man  that  says 
to  the  contrary,  is  a fool.  The  Municipal  Court 
has  all  the  power  to  issue  and  determine  writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus  within  the  limits  of  this  city,  that 
; the  Legislature  can  confer.  This  city  has  all  the 
power  that  the  State  Courts  have,  and  was  given 
by  the  same  authority — the  Legislature. 

I want  you  to  hear  and  learn,  O Israel!  this 
( day,  what  is  lor  the  happiness  and  peace  of  this 
; city  and  people.  If  our  enemies  are  determined 
to  oppress  ns,  and  deprive  us  of  our  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges  as  they  have  done;  and  if  the 
authorities  that  are  oil  the  earth  will  not  sustain 
us  in  our  rights,  nor  give  us  that  protection  which 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

: and  of  this  State,  guarantee  unto'  us,  then  we  wi.l 
) claim  them  from  a higher  power — from  Heaven — 
J yea.  from  God  Almighty. 

I have  dragged  these  men  here  by  my  hand,  and 
will  do  it  again;  but  I swear  I will  not  deal  so 
) mildly  with  them  again;  for  the  time  has  come 
when  forbearance  is  no  longer  a virtue:  and  if  you 
• or  I are  again  taken  unlawfully,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  give  loose  to  blood  and  thunder.  But  be  cool, 
be  deliberate,  be  wise,  act  with  almighty  power, 
and  when  you  pull,  do  it  effectually— make  u 
1 sweepstakes  for  once ! 

My  lot  has  always  been  cast  among  the  warm- 
est hearted  people;  in  every  time  of  trouble, 
friends,  even  among  strangers,  have  been  raised 
up  unto  me,  and  assisted  me. 

The  time  has  come  when  the  veil  is  torn  off 
from  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  its  citizens  have 
delivered  mo  from  the  state  of  Missouri:  friends 
that  were  raised  up  unto  me  would  have  spilt  their 
life’s  blood,  to  have  torn  me  from  the  hands  of 
Reynolds  and  Wilson,  if  I had  asked  them;  but  I 
told  them  not.  I would  be  delivered  by  the  power 
of  God,  and  generalship;  and  I have  brought  these 
men  to  Nauvoo,  and  committed  them  to  her  from 
whom  I was  torn,  not  as  prisoners  in  chains,  but 
as  ptisoners  of  kindness.  I have  treated  them 
kindly.  I have  had  the  privilege  of  rewarding 
them  good  for  evil.  They  took  me  unlawfully, 
treated  me  rigorously,  strove  to  deprive  me  of  my 
rights,  and  would  have  run  with  me  into  Missouii 
to  have  been  murdered,  if  Providence  had  net 
interposed:  but  now  they  are  in  my  hands;  and  1 
have  taken  them  into  my  house,  sat  them  at  the 
head  of  my  table,  and  placed  before  them  the  best 
which  my  house  afforded;  and  they  were  waited 
upon  by  my  wife,  whom  they  deprived  of  seeing 
me  when  I was  taken. 

I have  no  doubt  but  I shall  be  discharged  by 
the  Municipal  Court:  were  I before  any  good 
tribunal  1 should  be  discharged,  as  the  Missouri 
writs  are  illegal,  and  good  for  nothing — they  are 
“ without  form  and  void.” 

But  before  I will  bear  this  unhallowed  persecu- 
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lion  any  longer — before  I will  be  dragged  away 
again,  among  my  enemies  for  trial,  / will  spill  the 
last  drop  of  blood  in  my  veins,  and  will  see  all  my 
enemies  in  hell!  To  bear  it  any  longer  would' 
bo  a sin,  and  I will  not  bear  it  any  longer.  Shall, 
we  bear  it  any  longer?  (One  universal  No!  ran, 
through  all  tho  vast  assembly,  like  a loud  peal  of: 
thunder.) 

I wish  the  lawyer  who  says  we  have  no  powers' 
In  Nauvoo,  may  be  choked  to  death  with  his  own  j 
words.  Don’t  employ  lawyers,  or  pay  them , 
money  for  their  knowledge;  for  I have  learnt 
they  don’t  know  anything.  I know  more  than 
they  all. 

Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel; 
he  that  belicveth  in  our  chartered  rights,  may 
come  here  and  be  saved,  and  ho  that  does  not 
shall  remain  in  ignorance.  If  any  lawyer  shall 
say  there  is  more  power  in  other  places  and 
charters,  with  respect  to  Habeas  Corpus,  than  in 
Nauvoo,  believe  it  not.  I have  converted  this 
candidate  for  Congress  (pointing  to  Cyrus  Walker, 
Esq.),  that  the  right  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  included 
in  our  charter.  If  he  continues  converted,  I will  - 
vote  for  him. 

I have  been  with  these  lawyers,  and  they  have 
treated  me  well;  but  I am  here  in  Nauvoo,  and 
the  Missourian  too.  I got  here  by  a lawful  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus,  issued  by  the  Master  in  Chan- 
cery of  Lee  County,  and  made  returnable  to  the 
nearest  tribunal  in  the  fifth  Judicial  District 
having  jurisdiction  to  try  and  determine  such 
writs:  and  here  is  that  tribunal,  just  as  it 
should  be. 

However  indignant  you  may  feel  about  the , 
high  hand  of  oppression  which  has  been  raised 
against  mo  by  these  men,  use  not  the  hand  of 
violence  against  them;  for  they  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  come  here  till  I pledged  my  honor 
and  my  life  that  a hair  of  their  heads  should  not 
be  hurt.  Will  you  all  support  my  pledge,  and 
thus  preserve  my  honor?  (One  universal  Yes! 
burst  from  the  assembled  thousands  ) This  is 
another  proof  of  your  attachment  to  me.  I know 
how  ready  you  are  to  do  right;  you  have  done 
great  things,  and  manifested  your  love  towards 
me  in  flying  to  my  assistance  on  this  occasion. 

1 bless  you  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  with  all  the 
blessings  of  heaven  and  earth  you  are  capable  of 
enjoying. 

I have  learned  we  have  no  need  to  suffer  as  we 
have  heretofore — we  can  call  others  to  our  aid. 

I know  the  Almighty  will  bless  all  good  men — he 
will  bless  you;  and  the  time  has  coine  when  there 
will  be  such  a flocking  to  the  standard  of  liberty 
as  never  has  been,  or  shall  be  hereafter.  What, 
an  ora  has  commenced!  Our  enemies  have  pro- 
phesied that  wo  would  establish  our  religion  by 
the  sword;  is  it  true?  No;  but  if  Missouri  will 
not  stay  her  cruel  hand  in  her  unhallowed  perse- 
cutions against  us,  I restrain  you  not  any  longer: 

I say  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  authority 
of  the  Holy  Priesthood,  I this  day  turn  the  key 
that  opens  the  heavens  to  restrain  you  no  longer 
from  this  time  forth.  1 will  lead  you  to  battle; 
and  if  you  are  not  afraid  to  die,  and  feel  disposed 
to  spill  your  blood  in  your  own  defence,  you  will 
not  offend  me.  Be  not  the  aggressor — bear  until 
they  strike  you  on  the  one  cheek;  then  offer  the 
other,  and  they  will  be  sure  to  strike  that;  then 
defend  yourselves,  and  God  will  bear  you  off,  and 
you  sliali  stand  forth  clear  before  His  tribunal. 

If  any  citizens  of  Illinois  say  we  shall  not  have 
our  rights,  treat  them  as  strangers  and  not  friends.  . 
and  let  them  go  to  hell  and  be  damned!  Some) 
say  they  will  mob  us — let  them  mob  and  be 


damned!  If  we  have  to  give  up  our  chartered 
rights,  privileges,  and  freedom,  winch  our  fathers 
fought,  bled,  and  died  for;  and  which  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  state,  gua- 
rantee unto  us,  we  will  do  it  only  at  the  point  of 
the  sword  and  bayonet. 

Many  lawyers  contend  for  thoso  things  which 
i are  against  the  rights  of  men,  and  1 can  only  ex- 
: cuse  them,  because  of  their  ignorance.  Go  forth 
> and  advocate  the  laws  and  rights  of  the  people,  ye 
1 lawyers;  if  not,  don’t  get  into  my  hands,  or  under 
| the  lash  of  my  tongue. 

Lawyers  say  the  powers  of  the  Nauvoo  charter 
are  dangerous;  but  I ask,  is  the  Constitution  of 
tho  United  States,  or  of  this  state,  dangerous? 
No;  neither  are  tho  charters  granted  unto  Nauvoo 
by  the  legislature  of  Illinois  dangerous;  and  those 
’ who  say  they  are,  are  fools.  We  have  not  enjoyed 
unmolested  those  rights  which  the  Constitution 
i of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  our  charters 
grant.  Missouii  and  all  wicked  men  raise  the  hue 
and  cry  against  us,  and  are  not  satisfied.  Some 
political  aspirants  of  this  state  also,  are  raising  the 
iiue  and  cry  that  the  powers  in  tho  charters 
granted  unto  the  city  ot  Nauvoo  are  dangerous; 
and  although  tho  General  Assembly  have  con- 
ferred them  upon  our  city,  yet  the  whine  is  raised 
“repeal  them — take  them  away;”  like  the  boy 
who  swapped  off  his  jack-knife,  and  then  cried, 
“Daddy,  daddy,  I have  sold  my  jack-knife,  and 
got  sick  of  my  bargain,  and  I want  to  get  it  back 
again.”  But  how  are  they  going  to  help  them- 
selves? Raise  mobs?  And  what  can  mobocrals 
do  in  the  midst  of  Kirkpatrickites?  No  better 
than  a huuter  in  the  claws  of  a bear.  If  mobs 
come  upon  you  any  more  here,  dung  your  gardens 
with  them.  We  don’t  want  any  excitement;  but 
after  we  have  done  all,  we  will  rise  up,  Washing- 
ton-like, and  break  off  the  hellish  yoke  that  op- 
presses us;  and  we  will  not  be  mobbed. 

The  day  before  I was  taken  at  Inlet  Grove,  I 
rode  with  my  wifo  through  Dixon  to  visit  some 
friends,  and  I said  to  her,  “Here  is  a good  people.” 

, I felt  this  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  next  day  I 
was  a prisoner  in  their  midst,  in  the  hands  of 
Reynolds  of  Missouri  and  Wilson  of  Carthage. 
As  the  latter  drove  up,  he  exclaimed,  “ Ha,  ha, 
ha!  By  God,  we  have  got  the  Prophet  now!”  He 
gloried  much  in  it;  but  he  is  now  our  prisoner. 
When  they  came  to  take  mo,  they  held  two  cocked 
pistols  to  my  head,  and  saluted  me  with  “God 
damn  you,  I’ll  shoot  you!  I’ll  sooot  you;  God 
damn  you,”  repeating  these  threats  nearly  fifty 
times  from  first  to  last.  1 asked  them  what  thoy 
wanted  to  shoot  me  for.  They  said  they  would 
do  it  if  I made  any  resistance.  “ O,  very  well,” 
I replied,  “ I have  no  resistance  to  make.”  They 
then  dragged  me  away,  and  I asked  them  by  what 
authority  they  did  these  things.  They  said,  “ By 
a writ  from  the  Governors  of  Missouri  and  Illi- 
nois.” I then  told  them  I wanted  a writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus.  Their  reply  was,  “ God  damn 
you,  you  shan't  have  it.”  I told  a man  to  go  to 
Dixon,  and  get  me  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  Wil- 
sou  then  repeated,  “ God  damn  you,  you  shan’t 
hive  it;  I’ll  shoot  you.  When  we  arrived  at 
Dixon,  I sent  for  a lawyer,  who  came,  and  Rey- 
nolds shut  the  door  in  his  face,  and  would  not  let 
me  speak  to  him,  repealing,  “ God  damn  you,  I’ll 
shoot  you.”  I turned  to  him,  opened  my  bosom, 
and  told  him  to  “shoot  away;  I have  endured  so 
much  persecution  and  oppression  that  I am  sick 
of  life:  why  then  don’t  you  shoot,  and  have  done 
with  it,  instead  of  talking  so  much  about  it?” 
This  somewhat  checked  his  insolence.  I then 
told  him  that  I would  have  council  to  consult; 


ADDRESS. 


and  eventually  I obtained  my  wish.  The  lawyers 
came  to  me,  and  I got  a writ  oi  Habeas  Corpus 
for  myself,  and  also  a writ  against  Reynolds  and 
Wilson  for  unlawful  proceedings,  and  cruel  treat- 
ment towards  me.  Thanks  to  the  good  cil'zen.s 
of  Dixon,  who  nobly  took  their  stand  against 
such  unwarrantable  and  unlawful  oppression, 
my  persecutors  could  not  get  out  of  town  that 
night;  although,  when  they  first  arrived,  they 
swore  I should  not  remain  in  Dixon  five  minutes; 
and  I found  they  had  ordered  horses  accordingly 
to  proceed  to  Rock  Island.  I pledged  my  honor 
to  my  council  that  tho  Nauvoo  city  charter  con- 
ferred jurisdiction  to  investigate  the  subject;  so 
we  came  to  Nauvoo,  where  I am  now  prisoner  in 
' the  custody  of  a higher  tribunal  than  the  circuit 
court. 

Tho  charter  says  that  “ the  city  council  shall 
have  power  and  authority  to  make,  ordain,  esta- 
blish, and  execute  such  ordinances,  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  this  stale,  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the 
peace,  benefit,  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  city;”  and  also  that  “ the  Municipal  Court 
shall  have  power  to  grant  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus 
in  all  cases  arising  under  the  ordinances  of  the 
city  council.”  The  city  council  have  passed  an 
ordinance  “ that  no  citizen  of  this  city  shall  be 
taken  out  of  this  city  by  any  writ,  without  tire 
privilege  of  a writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.”  There  is 
nothing  but  what  we  have  power  over,  except 
where  restricted,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  “But,”  say  the  mob,  “ what  dangerous 
powers!”  Yes;  dangerous,  because  they  will 
protect  the  innocent,  and  put  down  mobocrats. 
Tile  Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares 
that  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
shall  not  be  denied.  Deny  me  the  right  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  and  I will  fight  with  gun,  sword, 
cannon,  whirlwind,  and  thunder,  until  they  are 
used  up  like  the  Kilkenny  cals. 

We  have  more  power  than  most  charters  con- 
fer; because  we  have  power  to  go  behind  the 
writ,  and  try  the  merits  of  the  case. 

If  these  powers  are  dangerous,  then  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  this  slate, 
are  dangerous;  but  they  are  not  dangerous  to 
ood  men;  they  are  only  so  to  bad  men  who  are 
reakers  of  the  laws.  So  with  the  laws  of  the 
country,  and  so  with  the  ordinances  of  Nauvoo; 
they  are  dangerous  to  mobs,  but  not  to  good  men 
who  wish  to  keep  the  laws. 

We  do  not  go  out  of  Nauvoo  to  disturb  any 
body,  or  auy  city,  town,  or  place:  why  then  need 
they  be  troubled  about  us?  Let  them  not  meddle 
with  our  affairs,  but  let  11s  alone.  After  we  have 
been  deprived  of  our  rights  and  privileges  of  citiz- 
enship, driven  from  town  to  town,  place  to  place, 
and  state  to  state,  with  the  sacrifice  of  our  homes 
and  lands;  our  blood  has  been  shed,  many  having  I 
been  murdered:  and  all  this  because  of  our  reli- 
gion— because  we  worship  Almighty  God  accor- 
ding to  the  dictates  of  our  own  consciences;  shall 
wo  longer  bear  these  cruelties,  which  have  been  : 
heaped  upon  us  for  the  last  ten  years  in  the  face 
of  heaven,  and  in  open  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Laws  of  these  United  States,  and  of  this 
state?  God  forbid!  / will  not  bear  it:  if  they 
take  away  my  rights,  I will  fight  for  them  man- 
fully and  righteously  until  I am  used  up.  We 
have  done  nothing  against  the  rights  of  others. 

You  speak  of  lawyers;  I am  a lawyer  too;  but 
the  Almighty  God  has  taught  me  (he  principle  of 
law:  and  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus  is  to  defend  the  innocent,  and 
investigate  the  subject.  Go  behind  the  writ,  and 


if  the  form  of  one  that  is  issued  ngaiust  an  inno- 
cent man  is  right,  he  should  not  be  dragged  to 

another  slate,  and  there  be  put  to  death,  or  be  in 

jeopardy  of  life  and  limb  because  of  prejudice, 
when  he  is  inuocent  The  benefits  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  ar S alike  for  all:  and  the  great 
, Eloheiin  has  given  me  the  privilege  of  having  the 
' benefits  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  writ  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus;  and  I am  bold  to  ask  for  this  privi- 
lege this  day;  and  I ask  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
i Christ,  ana  ail  that  13  sacred,  that  I may  have  your 
, lives  and  all  your  energies  to  carry  out  the  free- 
dom which  is  chartered  to  us.  Will  you  all  help 
me?  If  so,  make  it  manifest  by  raising  tho  right 
'hand.  (There  wa3  a unanimous  response— a 
; perfect  sea  of  hands  being  elevated.)  Here  is 
truly  a committee  of  the  whole. 

When  at  Dixon,  a lawyer  came  to  me  ns  coun- 
'sel;  Reynolds  and  Wilson  said  I should  not  speak 
| to  any  man,  and  they  would  shoot  any  man  who 
should  dare  to  speak  to  me.  An  old  grey-headed 
man  came  up,  and  said  I should  liuve  counsel, 
and  he  was  not  afraid  of  their  pistols.  The  people 
: of  Dixon  were  ready  to  take  me  from  my  perse  - 
cutors,  and  I could  have  killed  them  notwith- 
standing (heir  pistols;  but  I had  uo  disposition  to 
kill  any  man,  though  my  worst  enemy — not  even 
Boggs:  in  fact  he  would  liavo  more  hell  to  live  in 
the  reflection  of  his  past  crimes,  than  to  die. 
After  this  I had  lawyers  enough,  and  I obtained 
,a  writ  for  Joseph  H.  Reynolds  and  Harmon  Wil- 
son, for  damage,  assault,  and  battery,  as  well  as 
the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

We  started  for  Oltoway,  and  arrived  at  Paw- 
paw  Grove,  32  miles,  where  we  stopt  for  the  right, 
j Squire  Walker  sent  Mr.  Campbell,  sheriff  of  Lee 
County,  to  my  assistance,  and  I10  came  aud  slept 
; by  me.  In  tho  morning  certain  men  wished  to 
see  me,  but  I was  not  allowed  to  see  them.  Tho 
| news  of  my  arrival  had  hastily  circulated  about 
'the  neighborhood;  and  very  early  iu  the  morning 
' the  largest  room  in  the  hotel  was  filled  with  citizens, 
who  were  anxious  to  hear  me  preach,  and  requested 
; me  to  address  them.  Sheriff  Reynolds  entered  the 
room  and  said,  pointing  to  me,  “ I wish  yon  to 
understand  this  man  is  my  prisoner,  and  I want 
you  should  disperse;  you  must  not  gather  round 
here  in  this  way.”  Upon  which  an  aged  gentle- 
■ man  who  was  lame,  and  carried  a large  hickory 
walking-stick,  advanced  towards  Reynolds,  bring- 
ing his  hickory  upon  the  floor,  said,  “ You  damned 
infernal  puke;  we’ll  learn  you  to  come  here  an  1 
interrupt  gentlemen:  sit  down  there  (pointing  to 
a very  low  chair),  and  sit  still;  don’t  open  your 
head  till  General  Smith  gets  through  talking:  if 
you  never  learned  manners  in  Missouri,  we’ll 
teach  you  that  gentlemen  are  not  to  be  imposed 
i upon  by  a nigger  driver:  you  can  not  kidnap  men 
hero,  if  you  do  in  Missouri;  and  if  you  attempt  it 
here,  there’s  a committee  in  this  Grove  that  will 
sit  on  your  case;  and,  sir,  it  is  the  highest  tribu- 
nal in  the  United  States,  as  from  its  decision,  there 
is  no  appeal Reynolds,  110  doubt,  aware  that 
the  person  addressing  him  was  at  tho  head  of  a 
committee  who  had  prevented  the  settlers  on  the 
public  domain  from  being  imposed  upon  by  land 
speculators,  sat  down  in  silence,  while  I addressed 
the  assembly  for  an  hour  and  a half  on  the  subject, 
of  marriage;  my  visitors  having  requested  me  to 
give  them  my  views  of  tho  law  of  God  respecting 
marriage. 

My  freedom  commenced  from  that  hour.  Wo 
came  direct  from  Paw-paw  Grove  to  Nauvoo, 
having  got  our  writ  directed  to  the  nearest  court 
having  authority  to  try  the  case;  which  was  tha 
Municipal  Court  of  this  city. 
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II  did  my  soul  good  to  see  your  feelings  and 
love  manifested  towards  me.  1 thank  God  that  I 
have  the  honor  to  lead  so  virtuous  and  honest  a 
people;  to  be  your  leader  and  lawyer  as  was 
Moses  to  the  children  of  Israel.  Hosannah!  Ho- ) 
sannah!'.  Hosannah!!  t<f  Almighty  God,  who) 
Iras  delivered  us  thus  from  out  of  the  seven) 
troubles.  I commend  you  to  his  grace;  and  may  < 
the  blessings  of  Heaven  rest  upon  you,  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

f President  Smith  then  introduced  Mr.  Cyrus 
Walker  to  the  assembled  multitude,  and  remarked 
to  him,  “ These  are  the  greatest  dupes,  as  a body) 
of  people,  that  ever  lived,  or  I am  not  as  big  :> 
rogue  as  I um  reported  to  be.  I told  Mr.'  Warren 
I would  not  discuss  the  subject  of  religion  w.th 
you:  I understand  the  gospel,  and  you  do  not; ) 
you  understand  the  quackery  of  law,  and  I do  ^ 
not.”  Mr.  Walker  theu  addressed  tho  people  to' 
the  effect,  that  from  what  ho  had  seen  in  the; 
Nauvoo  city  charter,  it  gave  the  power  to  try , 
writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  &c.  After  which  Presi- ) 
dent  Smith  continued  as  follows:)  . 

If  the  Legislature  have'granted  Nauvoo  the  right , 
of  determining  cases  of  Habeas  Corpus,  it  is  nos 
more  than  they  ought  to  have  done,  or  more  than S 
our  fathers  fought  for. 

Furthermore,  if  Missouri  continues  her  war- ) 
fare,  and  to  issue  her  writs  against  me  and  this  j 
people  unlawfully  and  unjustly  as  she  has  done,) 
and  to  take  away  and  trample  upon  our  rights,  I 
swear  in  the  name  of  Almightly  God,  and  with 
uplifted  hands  to  heaven,  I will  spill  my  heart’s 
blood  in  our  defence.  They  shall  not  take  away 
our  rights;  and  if  they  don’t  stop  leading  me  by 
the  nose,  I will  lead  them  by  the  nose;  and  if  they 
don’t  let  me  alone,  I will  turn  up  the  world — I 
will  make  war.  When  we  shake  our  own  bushes, 
we  want  to  catch  our  own  fruit. 

The  lawyers  themselves  acknowledge  that  we 
have  all  power  granted  us  in  our  charters  that  we 
could  ask  for — that  we  had  more  power  than  any 
other  court  in  the  state;  for  all  other  courts  were 
restricted,  while  ours  was  not;  and  I thank  God 
Almighty  for  it.  I will  not  be  rode  down  to  hell 
by  the  Missourians  any  longer;  and  it  is  my  p;i- 
vilege  to  speak  in  my  own  defence;  and  I appeal 
to  your  integrity  and  honor  that  you  will  stand 
by  and  help  me,  according  to  the  covenant  you 
have  this  day  made, 
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By  President  Brigham  Young,  Tabernacle,  February : 
18th,  1855. 

[READ  BY  ELDER  THOMAS  BULLOCK.] 

Brethren,  Sisters,  and  Friends: — 

We  are  a people  believing  ill  the  providences  of’ 
God,  and  acknowledging  his  hand  in  his  dealings 
with  us  from  day  to  day. 

We  are  a people  whose  rise,  aud  progress  from 
the  beginning,  lias  been  the  work  of  God  our' 
Heavenly  Father, which  in  his  wisdom  lie  has  seen 
proper  to  commence  for  the  re-establishment  of 
his  kingdom  upon  the  earth. 

Still  further,  we  believe  that  the  Lord  has  been 
preparing  tiiat,  when  he  should  bring  forth  his 
work,  that  when  the  set  time  should  fully  come, 
there  might  be  a place  upon  his  footstool  where 
sufficient  liberty  of  conscience  should  exist,  that 
his  saints  might  dwell  in  peace  under  the  broad 
panoply  of  constitutional  law,  and  equal  rights.  < 
In  this  view  we  consider  that  the  men  of  the  Re- ( 


volution  were  inspired, by  the  Almighty,  to  throw 
off  the  shackles  of  the  mother  government,  with 
her  established  religion.  For  this  cause  were 
Adains,  Jefferson,  Franklin,  Washington,  and  ii 
host  of  others  inspired  to  deeds  of  resistance  to 
the  acts  cf  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  who  might 
Iso  have  been  led  to  those  aggressive’  acts,  for 
night  we  know,  to  bring  to  pass  the  purposes  of 
God  in  thus  establishing  a new  government,  upon 
a principle  of  greater  frecdo.i,  a basis  of  self 
government  allowing  the  free  exercise  of  religious 
worship. 

It  was  the  voice  of  the  Lord  inspiring  all  those 
worthy  men  who  bore  influence  in  those  trying 
times,  not  only  to  go  forth  in  bat  tie, but  to  exorcise 
wisdom  in  council,  fortitude,  courage,  and  endu- 
rance in  tile  tented  field,  as  well  as  subsequently 
to  form  and  adopt  those  wise  and  efficient  mea- 
sures which  secured  to  themselves,  and  sticeeding 
generations,  the  blessing  of  a free,  and  indepen- 
dent government. 

This  government,  so  formed,  has  been  blessed 
by  the  Almighty  until  she  spreads  her  sails  in 
very  sea,  and  her  power  is  felt  in  every  land. 

Tho  American  Government  is  second  to  none 
in  the  world  in  influence,  and  power,  and  far  lie- 
fore  all  others  in  liberal,  and  free  institutions.  Un- 
der its  benign  influence  the  poor,  down  trodden 
masses  of  the  old  world  cau  find  an  asylum  where 
they  caii  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  free- 
dom, no  matter  to  wliat  caste  or  religious  sect  they  * 
belong,  or  are  disposed  to  favor,  or  whether  they 
are  disposed  to  favor  any,  or  none  at  all.  It  was 
in  this  government,  formed  by  men  inspired  of 
God,  although  at  tiie  time  they  knew  it  not,  after 
it  was  firmly  established  in  the  seat  of  power  and 
influence,  where  liberty  of  conscience,  and  tho 
free  exercise  of  rel'gious  worship  were  a funda- 
mental principle  guaranteed  in  the  Constitution, 
and  interwoven  with  all  the  feelings,  traditions, 
and  sympathies  of  the  people,  that  the  Lord  sent 
forth  his  angel  to  reveal  the  truths  of  heaven  as  in 
times  past,  even  as  in  ancient  days.  This  should 
have  been  hailed  as  the  greatest  blessing  which 
could  have  been  bestowed  upon  any  nation  kind- 
red, tongue,  or  people.  It  should  have  been  re- 
ceived with  hearts  of  gratitude  and  gladness, praise 
and  thanksgiving. 

But  as  it  was  in  tho  days  of  our  Savior,  so  was 
it  in  the  advent  of  this  new  dispensation.  It  was 
not  in  accordance  with  the  notions,  traditions,  and 
pre-conceived  ideas  of  the  American  people.  Tin- 
messenger  did  not  coma  to  an  eminent  divine  of 
any  of  the  so  called  orthodoxy, — lie  did  not  adopt 
their  interpretation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Tho 
Lord  did  not  come  with  the  armies  of  heaven,  in 
power,  aud  great  glory,  nor  send  his  messengers 
panoplied  with  ought  else  than  the  truth  of  hea- 
ven, to  Communicate  to  tiie  meek,  the  lowly,  the 
youth  of  humble  origin,  the  sincere  enquirer  af- 
ter the  knowledge  of  God.  But  he  did  send  his 
angel  to  this  same  obscure  person,  Joseph  Smith 
jr. , who  afterwards  became  a Prophet,  Seer,  and 
Revclator,  and  informed  him  that  he  should  not 
join  any  of  tho  religious  sects  of  the  day,  for  they 
were  all  wrong;  that  they  were  following  tho 
precepts  of  men  instead  of  tho  Lord,  Jesus;  that 
he  had  a work  for  him  to  perform,  inasmuch  as 
he  should  prove  faithful  before  him. 

No  sooner  was  this  made  known,  and  publish- 
ed abroad,  and  people  began  to  listen,  and  obey 
the  heavenly  summons,  than  opposition  began  to 
rage,  and  the  people,  even  in  this  favored  land, be- 
gan to  persecute  their  neighbors,  and  friends  for 
entertaining  religious  opinions  differing  from  their 
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I pause  now  to  ask,  had  not  Joseph  Smith  a 
light  to  pronmlgale^iml  establish  a different, a new 
religion  and  form  of  worship  in  this  government?  < 
Every  one  must  admit  he  had, This  right  was  always  , 
held  sacred,  for  upon  it  was  based  the  religious 
liberty  of  every  citizen  of  the  Republic.  It  was 
a privilege  held  sacred  in  the  bosom  of  every  class 
of  people;  no  Judge  dared  invade  its  holy  pre- 
cincts; no  Legislator,  nor  Governor,  ventured  to 
obstruct  the  free  exercise  thereof.  Itow  then 
should  it  he  esteemed  an  object  worthy  of  perse- 
cution that  Joseph  Smith,  t ie  man  called  of  God 
to  perform  a work  in  restoring  the  gospel  of  sal- 
vation unto  the  children  of  men,  and  his  follow- 
ers, true  believers  in  his  divine  mission,  should  at- 
tempt to  exercise  tlve  same  privilege  held  sacred  ( 
by  all  others,  of  every  name,  nature,  and  des- 
cription, and  equally  so  by  them?  Why  should 
he,  and  his  followers  he  debarred  the  privilege  of 
worshipping  God  according  to  the  dictates  of  their 
consciences?  Legally  they  cannot,  and  I will  fur- 
ther state,  that  legally  they  have  not.  No!  when- 
ever the  iron  hand  of  oppression,  and  persecution 
has  fallen  upon  this  people,  our  opposers  have 
brokeu  their  own  luws,  set  at  defiance,  and 
trampled  underfoot  every  principle  of  equal  rights, 
justice,  and  liberty  found  wrilleu  in  that  rich  le- 
gacy of  our  fathers,  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Whenever  popular  fury  has  been  directed 
; gainst  us,  no  power  in  the  government  has  been 
found  potent  enough  to  afford  protection,  and, 
what  is  still  more  astonishing,  honorable  enough 
to  yield  redress,  nor  has  any  effort  suceeded  in 
bringing  to  justice  those  individuals  who  had  per- 
p?trated  such  fearful  crimes.  No!  The  murderer, 
the  assassin,  the  mid-day  plunderer,  and  highway 
robber  roam  unmolested,  and  mingle  unquestion- 
ed in  the  society  of  the  rulers  of  the  land;  they  , 
pass,  and  re-pass  as  current  coin,  producing  no  jar, 
in  the  sensibilities  of  refinement, — no  odium  in 
the  atmosphere  in  which  they  move. 

I ask  you  friends,  how  is  this?  Are  not  our 
religious  sentiments  as  sacred  to  us  as  to  any 
other  portion  of  the  community?  And  should  it  ; 
not  he  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  pride,  of  every 
American  citizen  to  extend  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution  to  us  which  he  claims  for  himself?  ( 
And  is  not  that  sacred  instrument  invaded,  and 
broken  as  much  in  debarring,  and  excluding  this 
people  from  its  privileges,  rights,  and  blessings, 
as  it  would  be  if  your  lights,  and  privileges 
were  thus  invaded  ? No,  gentlemen,  we  have  bro- : 
ken  no  laws,  our  Glorious  Constitution  guaran-  ■ 
tees  unto  us,  all  that  we  claim.  Under  its  broad ' 
folds,  in  its  obvious  meaning,  and  inteuls,  we  are 
safe,  and  can  always  rejoice  in  peace.  All  that 
we  have  ever  claimed,  or  wish  to,  on  the  part  of 
the  government,  is  the  just  administration  of  the 
powers,  and  privileges  of  the  National  Compact. 

It  is  not  our  acts,  neither  our  intentions  that 
the  people,  or  the  Government,  are  afraid,  or  com- 
plain of;  but  their  own  evil  surmisings  concern- 
ing us. 

In  our  first  settlement  in  Missouri,  it  was  said 
by  our  enemies  that  we  intended  to  tamper  with 
ttie  slaves,  not  that  we  had  any  idea  of  the  kind, 
for  such  a thing  never  entered  our  minds.  We 
knew  that  the  children  of  Ham  were  to  bo  the 
‘servants  of  servants,’  and  no  power  under  heaven 
could  hinder  it,  so  long  as  the  Lord  should  per- 
mit them  to  welter  under  the  curse,  and  those 
were  known  to  be  our  religious  views  concerning 
them.  Yet, the  misrepresentation  of  our  enemies 
found  willing  ears  in  those  prejudiced  against  us, 
and  we  were  driven  from  our  homes  in  conse- 


quence of  the  fears  of  the  people,  and  the- preju- 
dice which  had  been  raised  against  us  in  conse- 
quence thereof. 

Again,  in  Missouri,  in  the  early  part  of  our  his- 
tory, the  fears  of  the  people,  and  Government 
were  aroused,  because  they,  nut  ire,  said  that  it  was 
our  iutention  to  tamper  with  the  Indians,  there- 
fore we  must  not  be  allowed  to  exist  in  their  vi- 
cinity; and  again  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  we 
were  driven  from  our  homes,  plundered,  mobbed, 
some  killed,  and  all  this  not  for  any  crime  which 
we  had  committed,  but  for  fear  we  might  com- 
mit one. 

Again,  it  was  industriously  circulated  that  we 
were  going  to  declare  our  ‘ Independence ,’  not  that 
we  had,  or  intended  to  do  so  absurd  a thing;  yet 
anything,  no  matter  how  absurd,  seemed  suffi- 
cient excuse  to  startle  the  fears  of  the  community, 
and  they  begau  to  drive,  plunder,  rob,  burn  our 
houses,  and  lay  waste  our  fields,  and  this  was  call- 
ed, ‘Mormon  disturbances,'  and  the  aid  of  the 
Government  was  invoked  to  quell  ‘Mormon  in- 
surrection,’ ‘Mormon  troubles,’  and  ‘Turbulent 
Mormons.’  And  although  it  was  found  necessary, 
ns  they  stale,  to  drive  us  from  Missouri,  and  the 
frontiers,  to  prevent  us  from  tampering  with  the 
slaves,  and  Indians,  yet  it  was  found  equally  ne- 
cessary, ten  years  afterwards,  when  we  were  a 
hundred  to  one  at  that  time,  to  drive  us  from 
Nauvoo  into  the  very  midst  of  the  ludiaus,  as  un- 
worthy of  any  other  society. 

Fears  of  what  we  might  do  with  the  Indians, 
had  by  this  lime  subsided,  and  fears  of  something 
else  that  we  might  hereafter  do,  if  left  to  remain 
in  peace,  and  a desire  to  plunder  accomplished 
our  exodus  from  Illinois.  Perhaps,  however,  in 
this  last  case  our  enemies  might  have  entertained 
some  fears  that,  if  we  were  permitted  to  remain 
unmolested,  the  blood  thirsty  assassins  who  killed 
our  Beloved  Prophet  and  Patriarch,  Joseph  and 
Hyrum  who  were  inhumanly  massacred  while 
reposing  under  the  pledged  faith  of  the  State  for 
their  protection,  and  safety,  might  not  bo  permit- 
ted to  remain  undisturbed  in  their  guilt. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  Indians  upon  the  frontier, 
this  also  was  a false  conclusion,  for  if  ever  a peo- 
ple would  have  been  justified  in  redressing  their 
own  wrongs,  and  could  have  done  so.  with  impu- 
nity, it  was  at  the  time  of  this  horrible  murder. 
But  they  proved  to  the  world,  by  their  quiet  and 
peaceable  demeanor,  that  they  had  no  such  in- 
tention, but  this  was  forgotten,  and  in  less  than  a 
year  and  a half  we  were  again  assailed, our  houses 
and  grain  stacks  burned,  and  our  brethren  shot 
down  in  the  glare  oftheligbt  thereof, while  attemp- 
ting to  save  a pittance  to  drive  starvation  not  from 
the  doors,  nor  the  tents,  for  there  were  none  of 
oither,  hut  from  the  famishing  hearts  of  their  so- 
cial circle, — oi  their  wives,  and  children. 

And  again  was  the  aid  of  the  Government  in- 
voked to  quell  the  so  called* Mormon  disturb  mces,’ 
and  still  we  see  the  newspapers  teeming  with  these, 
and  the  like  epithets,' ‘Turbulent  Mormons,’  ‘ vV  lmt 
shall  bo  done  with  these  turbulent  Mormons? 
is  the  cry, from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other. 
In  the  namo  of  Heaven  what  have  we  done  to 
excite  the  fears  of  any  People,  or  Government, 
that  the  sound  of  war  and  blood  must  eternally 
( be  kept  ringing  in  our  ears?  1 answer,  nothing. 
It  is  the  same  as  before,  in  the  case  of  tamper- 
ing  with  the  slaves,  and  Indians,  a certain  fearful- 
ne»  that  if  we  are  not  looked  lo,  driven,  plunder- 
) ed  of  our  homes  and  possessions,  slain,  and 
> massacred  as  before,  that  we  may  do  something, 
they  have  not  yet,  to  my  knowledge,  defined  pre- 
cisely what. 
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• non  rile  7 ”)  cumstauces  in  which  it  was  made  comparison  falls 

, i „ «nuF  attention  for  a mo-  > to  demonstrate,  and  reason  itself  totters  beneath 

- -Ur — SS. , 

imagination  of  our  enemies  could  devise  to  test, ' in  company  wihafew  of  my  "ethre^  betwemi 
as  they  said,  our  patriotism,  which  requisitions.be  one  and  two  1 }u“d™J.  ‘ ™ iflfle  camp  usc- 

it known  were  always  complied  with  on  our  part;  routes  of  travel,  stopping  at  every  lit  le  camp.usc 

bssa*  - - 

the  ascendant7  That  even  the  Government,  by  that  the  requisition  was  made  known. 

SS  JSi  «.««!»  in  favor  of  onr , Oar  Battalion  wont  to  the  aceno > »f  » on,  not 
destruction7  Had  we  not,  I ask,  some  reason  to  in  easy  berths  on  steam  bouts,  nor  with  a 
consider  them  all,  both  the  people  and  the  Go-  months  absence,  but  01>  fooj  0^eJ  ^a°rrea°pUi^sd 
vArnmpnt  alike  our  enemies.  miles  across  trackless  deserts,  and  barren  plains, 

And  when,  in  addition  to  oil  this.md  while  flee- : exeorienclnS  oyory  degree  “If.’  I 


ing  from  our  enemies,  .noth.,  test'  ol  fidelity  and  .nd.nfferiog  d.rlhj 

(through  the  agency  of  a distinguished  politician  of  that  All  Wise  Being  who  can  discern  the  end 
who°eifidently  sought,  and  thought  he  had  plan-  from  the  beginning,  and  overrub  the ' «* 

ned  our  overthrow  and  total  annihilation,)  con-  tendons  of  men  to  promote  the  advanc^  of 
aisting  of  a requisition  from  the  War  Department  his  cause  upon  the  earth.  Thus  were  we  saved 
to  furnish  a Battalion  of  five  hundred  men  to  from  our  enemies  by  complying  with  the».  ■* 
fight  under  their  officers,  and  for  them,  in  tho  war  hitherto,  unjust  and  unparalleled  exactions,  again 
then  existing  with  Mexico,  I ask  again,  could  we  proving  our  loyalty  to  the  g°v®rnm®,U: 
refrain  from  considering  both  people  and  Govern-  Here  permit  me  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect , to 
ment  our  most  deadly  focal  Look  a moment  at  the  memory  of  Captain  Allen,  the  bearer  of  this 
our  situation,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  requisition  from  the  Government.  He  was  a 
this  requisition  was  made.  We  were  migrating,  gentleman  full  of  humane  tehnn i,  and,  had  he 
we  knew  not  whither,  except  that  it  was  our  in-  been  spared,  would  have  smoothed  the 
tention  to  go  beyond  the  reach  of  our  enemies,  made  easy  the  performance  of  tins  duty,  so  far  as 
We  had  no  homes,  save  our  wagons  and  tents,  laid  in  his  power.  His  heart  was  wrung  with 
and  no  stores  of  provisions  and  clothing;  but  had  sympathy  when  he  saw  our  situation,  and  filled 
to  earn  our  daily  bread  by  leaving  our  families  in  witli  wonder  when  ho  witnessed  the  enthusiastic 
isolated  locations  for  safety,  and  going  among  our  patriotism  and  ardor  which  so  promptly  complied 
enemies  to  labor.  Were  we  not,  even  before  this  with  his  requirement.  Again  proving,  as  we  had 
cruel  requisition  was  made,  unmercifully  borne  hundred  of  times  before  proved  by  our  acts,  that 
down  by  oppression  and  persecution  past  endu-  we  were  belied  by  our  enemies;  and  that  we  were 
ranee  by  any  other  community?  But  under  these  as  ready,  and  even  more  so  than . any  otheriu- 
trying  circumstances  we  were  required  to  turn  habitants  of  the  Republic,  to  shoulder  the  mus- 
7 5 . ii.  r.nn  „r  - .vwvot  offi.  mwi  nn  forth  to  fiedit  the  battles  of  our  com- 


out  of  our  traveling  camps  500  of  our  most  effi- 
cient men,  leaving  the  old,  the  young, the  women 
upon  the  hands  of  the  residue  to  take  care  of  and 


ket,  and  go  forth  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  com- 
mon country,  or  stand  in  her  defence.  History 
furnishes  no  parallel  either  of  the  severity  and  in- 


Unon  me  nanus  OI  me  resiuuu  m uni.  vmiv  ......  ...... r- - — , . - f ... 

support fand  in  case  we  refused  tocomply  witli  so  justice  of  the  demand,  or  in  the  ala. enty , »»»th- 
unreasonable  a requirement,  we  were  to  be  deem-  fulness,  and  patriotism  with  which  it  was  answer- 
ed enemies  to  tho  Government,  and  fit  only  for  the  ed,  and  complied.  1 bus  can  we  cite  instance  af- 
slaughter.  ter  instance  of  persons,  holding  legal  authority, 

Look  also  at  the  proportion  of  the  number  requir-  being  moved  upon,  through  the  misrepresentation 
cd  of  us, compared  with  that  of  any  other  portion  of  and  influence  of  our  enemies, to  insult  us  as  a peo- 
the  Republic.  A requisition  of  only  thirty  thou-  pie  by  requiring  a test  of  our  patriotism.  How 
sand  from  a population  of  more  than  twenty  tong  must  this  state  of  things  continue.  So  long  as 
millions  was  all  that  was  wanted,  and  more  than  the  people  choose  to  remain  in  wiltul  ignorance 
was  furnished,  amounting  to  only  one  person  and  with  regard  to  us;  so  long  as  they  choose  to  in is- 
a half  to  a thousand  inhabitants.  If  all  other  interpret  our  views,  misrepresent  our  feelings, 
circumstances  had  been  equal,  if  we  could  have  aud  misunderstand  our  policy, 
left  our  families  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace,  quiet-  To  accuse  us  of  being  unfriendly  to  tiie  Go- 
ness,  and  security  in  the  houses  from  which  we  vernment,  is  to  accuse  us  of  hostility  to  our  rehg- 
had  been  driven,  our  quota  of  an  equitable  re-  ion,  for  no  item  of  inspiration  is  held  more  sacred 
quisition  would  not  have  exceeded  four  persons,  with  us  than  the  Constitution  under  which  she 


- -.  „ii>us  society,  we,  m common 
with  **H  other  denominations,  claim  its  protection; 
whether  our  people  are  located  f :i  the  other  states, 
or  territories,  as  thousands  of  them  are,  or  in  Ill’s 
territory,  It  is  held  as  a shield  to  protect  the  dear- 
est boon  of  which  man  is  susceptible,  his  religious 
views  and  sentiments. 

Tiio  Government  of  the  United  States  has 
never  engaged  in  a crusade  against  us  as  a people, 
although  she  has  remained  silent,  or  refused  us, 

when  appealed  to  for  redress  of  grievances. 
She  lias  permitted  us  to  be  driven  from  our  own 
lands,  for  which  she  had  taken  our  money,  and 
that  too  with  her  letters  patent  in  our  hands, 
guaranteeing  to  us  peaceabh  possession.  She 
lias'calmly  looked  on  and  permitted  one  of  the  fun- 
damental and  dearest  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  be  broken ;she  has  permitted  us  to  be  driven 
and  trampled  under  foot  with  impunity.  Under 
these  circumstances  what  course  is  left  for  us  to 
pursue?  I answer  that,  instead  of  seeking  to  de- 
stroy the  very  best  government  in  the  world,  as 
seems  to  be  the  fears  of  some,  we,  I ke  all  other 
good  citizens,  should  seek  to  place  those  men  in 
power  who  will  feel  the  obligations  and  respon- 
sibilities they  are  under  to  a mighty  people;  who! 
would  feel,  and  realize  the  important  trusts  re- 
posed iu  them  by  the  voice  of  the  people  who  call 
them  to  administer  law  under  the  solemn  sanction 
of  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  that  heaven  inspired  in- 
strument, to  the  inviolate  preservation  of  which 
wo  look  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions. 

If  should  be  the  aim  of  all  good  citizens,  and  it 
is  our  intention  and  design  as  a people  to  promote 
virtue,  intelligence,  and  patriotism;  and  when 
any  person  seeks  to  invade  our  virtue  by  sowing 
the  seeds  of  corruption,  and  vice,  and  when  re- 
buked therefor  assails  our  rights,  and  patriotism, 
as  has  universally  heretofore  been  done,  he  ex- 
hibits, before  this  people,  his  own  depraved  heart. ; 
Should  not  those  persons  who  are  appointed , 
to  administer  law,  observe  it  themselves?  Should 
not  those  officers  who  have  been  sent  among  us 
by  the  United  States,  be  an  example  in  point  of' 
morality,  virtue,  and  good  behaviour;  and  do  hon- 
or to  those  laws  which  they  came  here  to  execute 
and  administer?  And  shall  they  so  far  forget 
themselves,  as  to  spend  their  time  in  licentious- ' 
ness,  gambling,  and  seducing  the  innocent,  and 
unsuspecting;  and  in  a variety  of  ways  sow  the 
seeds  of  sin,  and  immorality,  with  impunity,  and/ 
no  man  dare  utter  his  protest?  I tell  you  nay. 
With  mo, — with  this  people  you  will  have  war,  if< 
need8be,upon  this  principle.  It  is  incumbent 
upon  us  to  use  our  influence  for  the  preservation 
of  ourselves,  our  wives,  our  children,  our  breth- 
ren, our  sisters,  and  all  of  our  society  from  the 
contaminating  influence  of  vice,  sin,  immorality, 
and  iniquity,  let  it  emanate  from  where  it  will.  If  ; 
itexists  in  high  places  so  much  the  more  need  of 
rebuking  it,  for  from  tbeuce  it  will  do  the  most 
harm. 

I claim  this  as  a right,  as  a Constitutional  right; 

I believe  it  is  legal  to  exercise  all  the  power  and 
influence  which  God  has  given  me  for  the  perserva- 
tion  of  virtue,  truth,  and  holiness;  and  because  . 
we  feel  sensitive,  upon  points  such  as  these, should 
it  be  construed  that  we  aro  enemies  to  the  Fede- 
ral Government?  Our  history  proves  that  for 
such  things  we  have  been  persecuted  even  unto 
death,  but  this  deters  me  not.  I would  rattier 
have  God  tny  friend,  and  all  the  world  enemies, 
than  be  a friend  with  the  world,  and  have  God  my 
enemy  ;and  in  this  view  of  the  ease  the  Government 
should  also  be  our  friends,  for  assuredly  in  the  : 
preservation  of  virtue,  morality,  and  intelligence 


she  may  look  lor  the  perpetuity  of  her  free  in- 
stitutions, and  the  preservation  ot  her  liberty. 
sAnd  iu  the  moment  of  her  disi  -gafd  of  these 
principles,  when  wickedness  and  sin  can  run  riot 
with  impunity,  and  not  moral  influence  and  force 
'enough  bo  found  in  the  people  to  check!  it,  and 
walk  it  under  foot,  then  may  she  reckon  on  a 
, speedy  downfall.  When  moral  obligations  ceaso 
to  exerl  an  influence,  and  virtue  hides  its  face, and 
the  unblushing  effrontery  of  siu  and  foul  cor- 
ruption tulces  its  place,  then  may  the  nation  con- 
sider there  is  danger.  ‘When  the  wicked  rule  the 
> people  mourn.’ 

This  then  is  our  position  towards  ibe  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Stater,  and  towards  the 
world,  to  put  down  iniquity,  and  exalt  virtue;  to 
declare  the  word  of  God  which  he  revealed  unto 
' us,  and  Ini  iid  up  his  Kingdom  upon  the  earth. 
And,  Know  all  men.  Governments,  Nations, Kind- 
dreds,  Tongues,  and  People,  that  this  is  our  call- 
ing, intention,  and  design.  We  aim  to  live  our* 
religion, qnd  have  communion  with  our  God.  Wo 
aim  to  clear  our  skirts  of  liie  blood  of  this  gene- 
ration by  our  faithfulness  iu  preaching  tho  truth 
of  heaven  in  all  plainness,  nud  simplicity  ; and  I 
have  often  said,  and  repeat  it  now,  that  all  other 
considerations,  of  whatever  name,  or  nature, sink 
into  insignificancy  in  comparison  with  this.  To 
serve  Gpd,  and  keep  his  commandments  aro  first 
and  foremost  with  me.  If  this  is  higher  law,  so 
lie  it.  As  it  is  with  me, so  should  it  bo  with  every 
Department  of  the  Government;  for  this  doc- 
trine Is  based  upon  tho  principles  of  virtue,  and 
i integrity;  with  it  the  Government,  her  Consti- 
tution, and  free  institutions  are  safe;  without  it 
no  power  can  avert  their  speedy  destruction.  It 
is  the  Life  giving  power  to  tho  Government;  it  is 
! the  vital  element  on  which  she  exists  and  pros- 
pers; in  its  absenco  she  sinks  to  rise  no  more. 

W e now  proceed  to  discuss  the  question,  does 
our  faith  and  practice, — our  holy  religion,  as  wo 
hold  and  believe  it.como  witliin  the  purview  of  the 
Constitution;  or  in  other  words,  is  it  a religious 
question  over  which  the  Constitution  throws  its 
protecting  shield?  It  reads, ‘Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof.’  Ours  is 
peculiarly  a religious  establishment;  in  it  are 
centered  all  our  hopes  of  salvation,  honor,  glory, 
and  exaltation.  In  it  wo  fiud  our  hopes  of  a 
resurrection,  and  of  a life  of  immortality  in 
another  state  of  existence.  By  it  we  are  actuated 
in  all  our  business  of  life,  through  ifs  influence 
we  have  preserved  virtue,  established  truth,  and 
been  enabled  to  endure  persecution.  By  its  in- 
fluence we  have  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  a 
banishment  from  the  abodes  of  civilization  and 
this  world’s  enlightenment,  and  established  our- 
selves in  these  distant  vales  where,  until  wo  came 
hither, there  was  nothing,  either  iu  soil,  climate,  or 
productions, to  attract  the  notice  of  even  the  adven- 
turous, and  enterprising;  in  a country  which  of- 
fered no  inducements  worthy  of  consideration  to 
any  people  but  us.  And  why  to  us  as  a people? 
Because  here, far  distant  from  any  white  settle- 
ments, upon  a piece  of  earth  not  valuable  for  its 
'facilities  cither  for  cultivation, navigation, or  com- 
merce, where  the  whole  face  of  the  country  pre- 
sented the  most  barren  and  forbidding  aspect,  we 
considered  we  might  live,  and  enjoy  our  religion 
unmolested,  and  be  free  from  the  meddlesome  in- 
terference of  any  person.  If  our  principles  and 
. religion  were  obnoxious  to  any, — they  were 
relieved  from  our  presence,  unless  tjiey  chose  to 
follow  us. 

If  the  people  of  the  United  Stales ‘do  not  like 


moral 

m mom  isiiiu—  — - | „ dcartli  well  man  octo&uu  a lummo  mi  exceeding 

n quest  of  new  locations  Uiere  are  1 ' ,,  SCOrchiiig  3rWght,  wasting  pestilence,  and- 

desirable  the#  tl.is,  for  ...  V o her  purposo  ton  the  Ito  sc  ^ , f E0>  wi)1  ,he 

one  for  which  we  have  selected  it,  not  fo  Government,  like  the  storm  driven  barque,  soon 

trinsic  value  in  a pecuniary  point  of x » ^ atoma,  having  neither  rudder  to  guide, nor 

£ "dr"  T'  J5.2C  S,  " ,1  £ fr„A„m  \ calibre  to  the  or.gry  surging  of  the  lour- 

the  iusults,  .abuse,  and  persecution  of  our  cue  ?C 8iuCc-rC  observances  of  the  principles  of 
mies.  v,  . ..  , religion  and  virtue,  we  recognize  the  base. 

Why  should  wo  have  enemies?  Why  is  , y , lygsure  foundation  of  enlightened  society, 

■ck  to  rend  asunder  the  veil  of  darkness  en- 


has  been  seen  that  the  people  would  not  permit  us  by  x 


i which  we  live,  we 


derersand  assassins,  as  unworthy  of BJ’av,"g  a j.1  “ 'fulfillment. of  prophecy,  and  the  pre- 

P-f-Uor,  for  ,hc  cerrorrcl  coming  of, our  Lord  and 

It  is  because  our  religion 

true 

rrduistc/ in  the  ordinances  of »U|« ‘J!"™  rfmtUand  rolgdon,  will  be  utterly  wasted 


alloys.  It  is  because  our  rehgt.u  ,s  - K 

rue  one.  It  is  because  we  have  the  on  y pitv  Nmio  i Government,  or  Kingdom  which 

uthority , upon  the  face  of  the  ^h°!e  earl  i,  y,  not  God,  and  gives  no  heed  to  the  priu- 


because  the  keys  of  this  dispensation  were  com-  cip.  . , 

milted  by  messengers  sent  from  the  Celestial  away  aud ■ 
world  unto  Joseph  Smith,  and 


The  word  has  gone  forth  from  the  Almighty 

him  void.  It  becomes 

have  on  our  wedding 
trimmed  aud  bur- 
e also  be  taken  una- 


and  share  the  fate  of  the  foolish  virgins. 


[REPORTED.  1 


liood,  this  power,  this  authority,  seeks  our  over- 

Book  of  andV«.lifi- 

, w“h.his  L'|.V  dok,.,;ii..n, ; cation  nncording  to  our  tiny  and  gettfflatlou,  for  tin 
that  whether  our  religion  is  believe  d by  any  oilier  , Redeemer  r sake.  Amen. 

people  or  not,  it  is  by  us,  and  ii"  power  or  , After  the  above  discourse  was  read,  President 
authority  in  the  Government  can  lawiii.ly,  or : r. am  Young  addressed  the  congregation  as 

righteously  molest  us  in  the  peaceable  and.  quiet  ' n 

enjoyment  thereof.  It  cannot  he  done  u about  ^ follows: 
law,  and  surely  the  Government  have  no  right  to 
make  any  law  concerning  it, or  to  prevent  the  frte 

exercise  thereof.  . , 

Why  should  tests  of  patriotism  to  the  Govern-  A portion  of  tins  congregation  have  been 
ment  be  required  of  this  people,  more  than  of  any  . brought  up  in  America,  and  are  more  or  less  an- 
other community  in  the  States  and  Territories?  , qUainted  with  the  Constitution,  with  the  Gonsti- 
Would  it  not  bo  considered  insulting  and  abusive,  tutional  rights  of  the  people,  with  the  institutions 
in  the  highest  degree,  by  any  other  community  in  0f  the  country,  with  the  State  governments,  laws, 
the  government,  to  be  thus  subjected  and  hu- . etc. ; and  if  they  have  paid  particular  attention, 
initiated?  Cannot  the  people  and  Government  and  have  heard  br.  Bullock  read  my  written  dis- 
perceive  in  us,  as  a people,  industry,  sobriety,  or- , course,  so  that  they  could  understand  it,  they 
der,  and  well  regulated  society;  also  a general  dif-  , know  whether  their  minds,  feelings,  and  judg- 

fusion  of  knowledge,  and  dissemmination  of  moral  - ments  coincide  with  mine,  upon  the  views  that 
principle?  And  do  they  not  know  that  those  are  ' have  just  been  presented. 

the  unmistakeable  signs  and  fruits  of  virtue,  truth,  For  one,  I can  say  they  are  true;  they  are  the 
love  of  our  country,  and  high  regard  for  her  in- . sentiments  of  this  people,  so  far  as  they  are  ac- 
stitutions?  And  do  not  such  views,  feelings, ) quainted  with  the  principles  of  the  government 
practices,  and  principles  emanate  from  a pure  and  of  the  United  States;  though  a part  of  our  pre- 
undefiled  religion,  a high  sense  of  faith,  practice,  sent  community  have  not  been  reared  under  the 
und  obligation  unto  Christ  our  Lord,  and  his  re-  benign  influences  of  the  institutions  of  our  pa- 
veaied  will  unto  us?  rent  government.  But  as  far  as  they  understand, 

Does  our  doctrine,  containing  sucli  views,  sen-  I will  venture  to  say  that  these  are  the  sentiments 
timents,  and  practices,  and  exercising  so  genial  an  of  all  the  Latter  Day  Saints.  T 

influence  upon  society,  or,  in  other  words,  does  In  my  conversation,  I shall  talk  anil  act  as  1 
our  religion  disqualify  us  from  being  faithful, good,  please.  Still  I am  always  aware,  when  speaking 
and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  American  govern-  . in  public,  that  there  are  those  present  who  are 
ment?  Have  the  American  people  so  far  gone  disposed  to  find  fault  with  this  people,  and  to  try 
- astray,  and  wandered  from  the  light  and  power  to  raise  a prejudice  against  them;  and  they  will 
of  the  Gospel,  that  they  cannot  understand,  rc- ' pick  up  isolated  words  and  sentences,  and  put 
cognize,  and  appreciate  the  savory  element  of  re-  them  together  to  suit  themselves,  and  send  tor  i 
ligious  influence,  high  tone  of  morality,  aud  a garbled  version  to  prejudice  the  world  against 
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vs.  Such  a course  I never  care  anything  about;  Who  is  it  that  stirs  up  the  devil  all  the  time? 
fori  have  frequently  said,  spoken  words  are  but  Those  sanctified  hypocrites,  those  old  sectarians 
wind,  and  when  they  are  spoken  are  gone;  con-''  whet  profess  so  much  sanctity,  and  so  much  re- 
sequently  I take  liberties  iu  speaking  which  1 do''ligion.  They  see  that  their  old,  favorite  dwell- 
no  allow  when  I commit  my  sentiments  to  writing. ) ing  is  cvumblihg  to  the  dust,  never  to  be  rebuilt 

The  discourse  that  has  just  been  read,  pointing ;■  again  before  Mormonism  will  triumph.  That  is 
out  the  path  this  people  have  walked  in,  is  merely ) what  stirs  up  all  the  mischief.  It  was  priests 
a brief  summary  of  cur  experience,  of  what  we ? who  first  persecuted  Joseph  Smith.  I will  here 
have  borne,  and  of  what  we  believe.  < relate  a few  of  the  circumstances  which  I per- 

Before  the  Book  of  Mormon  was  printed,  am!  ( sonallv  knew  concerning  the  coming  forth  of  the 
immediately  after  Joseph  Smith  obtained  the  a plates,  from  a part  of  which  the  Book  of  Mormon 
plates  and  the  revelations  he  received  concerning)  was  translated.  This  fact  may  be  new  to  several, 
this  record  being  the  record  of  the  Nephites,  and  / but  I bad  a personal  knowledge  with  regard  to 
of  the  Lamanitcs  who  are  the  fathers  of  the  pro-  many  of  those  circumstances, 
sent  aboriginees  of  our  country,  and  in  which  the I well  knew  a man  who,  to  get  the  plates,  rode 
Lord  told  him  thai  he  was  about  to  set  to  his ' over  sixty  miles  three  times  the  same  season  they 
hand  the  second  time,  to  gather  Israel,  the  wai  ) were  obtained  by  Joseph  Smith.  About  the  time 
commenced  against  him;  this  was  long  before  the) of  their  being  delivered  to  Joseph  by  the  angel, 
book  was  printed  I will  now  tell  you  all  a se- 1 the  friends  of  tbs  man  sent  for  him,  and  infortfi- 
cret,  although  it  has  already  been  read  to  you,  it  ' cd  him  that  they  were  going  to  lose  that  treasure, 
is  this,  Christ  and  Belial  are  not  friends,  they  are  , though  they  did  not  know  what  it  was.  The  man 
enemies.  We  ask  where  Christ’s  Church  is?  My ) I refer  to  was  a fortune  teller,  a necromancer,  an 
conclusive  answer  is;  if  the  Latter  Day  Saints ) astrologer,  a soothsayer,  and  possessed  as  much 

do  not  const  itue  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  the?  talent  as  any  man  that  walked  on  the  American 

earth,  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  no  where  ' soil,  and  was  one  of  the  wickedest  men  I ever 
to  be  found  upon  it.  It  is  easily  proved  by  the?  saw.  The  last  time  he  went  to  obtain  the  trea- 

Sevipturcs  that  no  other  church,  professing  to  be- ) sure  he  knew  where  it  was,  and  told  where  it 

lieve  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament, bears  hardly } was,  but  did  not  know  its  value.  Allow  me  to 
a resemblance  to  the  ancient  true  church  in  the?  tell  you  that  a Baptist  deacon  and  others  of 
fullness  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  ? Joseph’s  neighbors  were  the  very  men  who  sent  for 

So  far  as  morality  goes. in  manv  instances  I have?  this  necromancer  the  last  time  he  went  for  the 
no  complaints  to  make.  Thousands  and  millions?  treasure.  I never  heard  a man  who  could  swear 
of  prople  live  according  to  the  best  light  they  like  that  astrologer;  he  swore  scientifically,  by 
have,  but  the  Holy  Priesthood  is  not  on  the  earth  ' rule,  by  note.  To  those  who  love  swearing  If  was 
unless  the  Latter  Day  Saint3  have  it.  It  is  the?  musical  to  hear  him,  but  not  so  tome,  for  I would 
Priesthood  again  given  to  the  children  cf  men,?  leave  liis  presence.  He  would  call  Joseph  every 
shall  I say  it  out?  (Yes.)  That  raises  the  devil,  thing  that  was  bad,  and  say.  ‘I  believe  he  will  get 
and  makes  ail  hell  angry;  and  the  servants  of  the)  the  treasure  after  all.’  He  did  get  it,  and  the  war 
devil  will  run  to  and  fro,  and  publish  his  lies  a- > commenced  directly.  . 

bout  Christ  and  his  church  on  the  earth.  They*  When  Joseph  obtained  the  treasure,  the  priests, 
arc  not  angry  with  me  or  with  you;  and  the  pro-?  the  deacon,  and  religionists  of  every  grade  went 
fessors  of  Chi  istianity,  the  priests  are  not  angry  ( hand  in  hand  with  the  fortune  teller,  and  with 
with  ns,  but  they  are  filled  with  wrath  and  in- , every  wicked  person, to  ge<  it  out  of  his  hands, and 
dignation  with  themselves,  and  with  the  Al- ) to  accomplish  this  a part  of  them  cam?  out  and 
mighty.  Why  are  they  angry?  Because  they ) persecu'ed  him.  ' . 

are  men,  and  like  other  men.  If  a man  sees  his?  Ours  is  professedly  a Gnriftian  nation,  and 
house  about  to  fall,  if  be  sees  something  or  oilier  < those  who  profess  to  be  Chnstians  should  be  so 
continually  gnawing,  and  gnawing, and  picking,rnd  ; in  very  deed;  if  they  were  they  would  not  hesitate 
operating  upon  the  foundation,  and  discovers  that ) to  have  a good  man,  and  a Christian  preside  ovei 
by  and  bye  his  house  must  fall,  perhaps  when  he?  them.  As  much  as  is  said  against  Christians  si  - 
is  asleeo,  or  when  he  is  gone  from  home,  and  des-  ( ting  in  the  Presidential  chair  of  the  governmen  , 
troy  his  women  and  children,  he  is  all' the  time  < they  are  the  only  euPablo  persons  to  rule,  and 
worried,  and  in  a stew;  all  the  time  watching  , should  be  taught  of  the  Lord  by  .dreams  and 
with  a fearful  locking  for  the  time  when  it  will ) visions.  But  after  all  the  hue  and  cry  about 
crumble  to  pieces.  This  is  the  difficulty  v.  ith  the  \ ‘Church  and  State,’  there  has  not  been  a Presi- 
professing  Christain  world.  Is  it  so  with  the  in-  dent,  ror  a Governor,  ir  our  day,  but  what  lias 
fidel?  No,  he  does  not  care  anything  about  the  ? been  controlled,  more  or  less,  by  priests  who  de- 
matter;’,  iut  those  sweet, loving,  blessed  Christians, ) ny  revelation,  believe  not  in  visions,  and  receive 
the  priest  in  the  pulpit,  and  the  deacon  under  it.)  not  the  ministration  of  angels.  I residents, 
and  the  sage  followers  of  their  own  nonsense  and  ) Governors,  Members  of  the  Cabinet  and  of  Oon- 
the  traditions  of  their  fathers  are  the  ones  who ? gress  are  more  or  less  controlled  either  by  the 
are  at  war  with  the  Eternal  Priesthood  of  God.  ' priests, or  by  a traditionary  religious  influence;  and 
The  Universe,  lists  say  that  we  are  all  going  to  .at  the  same  time  nearly  all  of  them  will  turn 
heaven  in  a heap  together,  and  if  they  believe  round  and  curse  the  priests,  and  curse  religion  to 
their  religion  thev  do  not  trouble  themselves  about , the  lowest  hell,  while  the/  are  governed,  and  cor- 
Mormonism.  Though  I confess  that  I think  the ? trolled  by  it.  The  false  religion  that  » in  the 
most  of  them  are  like  the  old  min  who  was  a world  is  what  raises  this ‘hue  and  cry,  nmguides 


most  or  mem  are  line  uie  oiu  rain  wuu  wua  a, 

strong  believer  in  Universalism,  and,  while  walk-  ( the  people, and  opposes  itself  against  the  Kingdom 
ing  among  his  cattle,  and  musing  over  his  doc-  s of  God  on  the  earth.  Now  if  we  would  on  y f 
trine,  stepped  up  to  a favorite  ox,  and  said  to  j in  with  the  wicked  all  would  be  righ.,  and  then 
himself,  ‘Ibelieve  the  doctrine  of  the  Universal- ) no  person  would  wish  to  persecute  us. 
ists,  hut  old  Bi  ight,  as  well  as  I love  you,  I would  / I will  mention  a few  savings  and  doings  that 
willingly  give  youif  I knew  it  was  true.  You  ? t anspired  in  Missouri,  when  they  had  Joseph  and 
find  a man  who  does  not  belive  in  any  religious  many  others  m prison.  Old  General  Clark  had 
doctrines,  who  does  not  believe  in  a future  ex- ) discretionary  power,  from  Gov.  Boggs,  to  kill 
istence,  and  what  docs  he  carcabout  Mormonism?  man,  woman,  and  child,  or  to  spare  the  women 
Nothing  at  all  and  children,  or  distribute  the  whole  community 
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of  the  Saints  among  the  oilier  inhabitants,  just'  Now,  I will  tell  you  one  thing  that  I am  op- 
as  he  pleased.  The  cause  of  this  was  laid  to ' posed  to,  and  that  this  people  are  op;  oscd  to,  it  is 
“ Mormon  disturbances,”  “ Mormon  troubles;”  ; to  a man's  coining  hero  as  an  officer,  with  a bit  of 
though  the  Mormons  had  not  been  out  of  their  ( sheep’s  skin  in  his  pocket  having  sonic  great 
own  county,  for  they  owned  nearly  all  the  couuty  / man’s  name  to  it,  and  beginning  to  set  up  hi* 
where  they  lived,  and  they  did  not  go  beyond  their  / rules  of  discipline  for  the  people,  and  saying,  “ I 
own  boundaries,  except  upon  lawful  and  neces-  ( am  a gentleman,  lama  high-minded  gentleman: 
sary  business.  Wo  had  given  up  our  arms,  bv (cm  you  tell  me  where  1 can  find  a woman  to 
their  request,  to  prove  our  loyalty  to  the  govern- ) sleep  with  me  to-night?”  and  setting  up  gambling 
ment,  and  then  many  of  them  said,  ‘‘Now,  God) shops,  and  drinking,  and  carousing,  and  stirring 
damn  you,  wo  will  shoot  you;”  and  some  of  the  / up  strife,  and  hatching  up  law-suits;  hunting  out 
Saints  were  killed  after  they  had  surrendered  their?  disaffected  spirits,  and  then  lecturing  the  people 
arms  in  faithful  compliance  with  the  requisition.  ( on  morality,  wishing  them  to  become  like  other 
The  starting  point  of  our  persecutions  there  ( communities,  and  saying  to  Mrs.  Such-a-onc,  or 

arose  by  our  enemies  setting  fire  to  their  own  > Miss  Such-a-ono,  “Won’t  you  ride  with  me 

houses,  and  swearing  that  they  were  burnt  out ) won’t  you  tike  a sleigh-iido  to-night  with  mo? 
and  driven  by  the  Mormons.  This  I know,  for?  I am  a high-minded  gentleman.”  A prudent 
it  came  under  my  own  observation.  When  Gen- < father,  or  husband,  say  a,  “ Come  home  here,  this 
eral  Clark  came  into  Far  West  with  his  army,  licS  is  your  place;  you  have  no  business  with  stran- 
seut  George  M.  Hinkle,  the  apostate,  to  call  onagers.”  What  is  the  result  of  tins?  Why,  from 
the  remainder  of  the  brethren  on  to  the  public?  most  of  the  high-minded  gentlemen,  you  can  hear, 
square,  and  when  they  were  assembled  he  sur-  l “ God  damn  the  Mormons,  they  are  opposed  to 
rounded  them  with  his  men,  and  said,  “ Gentle-  ( the  Federal  Government,  because  they  will  not 
men,  I have  discretionary  power  in  my  hands,  let  us  sleep  with  their  wives  and  daughters.”  1 
and  I will  now  tel!  you  what  wo  desire, — we  wish ) am  opposed  to  such  men,  and  am  after  them  with 
one  to  go  home  with  this  man,  and  another  witli > the  barbed  arrows  of  the  Almighty.  To  what 
that  man,  and  take  your  wives  and  children  with  'extent?  Let  them  intrude  upon  the  chastity  of 
you,  and  distribute  yourselves  through  the  State. (my  family,  and,  so  help  me  God,  I will  use  them 
You  are  the  best  mechanics  and  the  most  Indus-  up.  (All  the  congregation  said,  “Amen.”)  Such 

trious  people  we  have;  and  you  have  accomplished ) characters  may  cry,  “Aliens,  aliens;  the  Mor- 
more  here  in  two  years  than  our  old  settlers ) mows  ore  all  hostile  to  the  Government,”  and  they 
nave  in  twelve.  We  wish  you  to  live  with  us.  ( may  cry  it  until  they  are  in  hell. 

Why  cannot  you  associate  with  us?  I want  you  ( As  I have  already  stated,  the  President  of  the 
to  scatter  among  our  people,  and  give  up  your  United  States  should  be  a perfect  pattern  for  all 
religion,  and  Prophet,  for  I will  tell  you  now,  in)  the  people  to  walk  after;  so  also  should  the  Vice- 
the  beginning,  you  will  never  see  your  Prophet)  President,  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of 
Joseph  Smith  again.  (Said  i to  myself,  that  is  ? Congress,  the  Governors  of  States  and  Territories 
L ve7r°P;i  u,7  T'gf,  wUhJUS’  and  . give  and,  in  fine,  all  the  officers  in  the  Government,  be 
up  > our  Prophet,  your  Apostles,  and  your  assem-  S patterns  for  the  people  to  imitate.  But  what  do 
Wing  yourselves  together,  and  we  wish  you  to ! you  find  among  the  leaders  of  the  people?  Almost 
• ay  with  us,  for  you  are  the  best  citizens  in  the  (everything  but  an  upright  example. 

„ 1 thought  Hat  these  expressions  dal  not : Corrupt  men  cannot  wait  these  streets  with 

Iwl™  T ! !n,”y  °f  1,5  mna,ka'  ■”tI  l impunity,  and  if  that  is  alienism  to  the  Govern- 

mitElS  h2'V-  hf  nly  religion,  I at  Smew,  amen  to  it.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
worn  ItZT  a,h?  h ?”Sh;  t0  3tetes  w«  sustain  all  tile  day  day  long,  and  it  will 

roe  o the  T atfeC  d'  *?  ”, 1 dV'i  ■hUd  us,  while  the  L„  who  say  we 

i"ouslv  k‘  ed™nr  ’ »8  they  t»d  pre-  are  aliens,  and  cry  out  “Mormon  disturbance,'’ 

TlrliZZer,,  . I";  There  have  been  officer,  hem 


our  feelinirs  low.rd.  ,i„  p ’ ' !°  know  / who  were  not  fit  to  live  in  our  midst,  and  they 

tlmv  tSt  (f  J G0".  ,me"t'  1 a”swel'i  h0""?'  «”d  t-oiaod  the  cry,  “ Mormon  distnr- 
, ’ f r 7'"  » t0°,  as  ( buncos,”  “ Mormon  rebellion,'!  » Mormon  war  ” 

you  will  see  if  yon  only  hva  long  enough,  for  that'  “and  ireaeoners;”  but  their  day  is  over 

Co.,*  ti"ut,on  5?  tPhTuen'i'ted%0f<Slt“lin ' M'1  , Whet,  a man  professes  to  be  my  friend,  and 

® ° 0‘.the  y nite<i  States  hangs,  as  it  were, ) the  friend  of  this  people,  he  will  take  mv  counsel 

Xrmon  Fit;  of  stirring  up  s 4 and pr,"fjn“ ”h 

and’they  IT  T"  *“"“'>•>  I *M»  & wilfully  corrupt,  and  by  Z 

We  Z?  L K ’ I T d,°  I "ill  com.  out  thunder-like,  as  I have  done 

8i.  we  couM  nSc  . G ?'1  °Ur  rU".try;  itis  l,P°n  when  practising  iniquity;  and  as  I 

JjT mi  It  he  8hlV0n,!feW  i,,stB"ce®  did  l1P°n  a certain  individual  when  ho  made  his 

=(daS3c'"rr|?™- 

imt  eve^'?^  ^ ^ ^^rv^trld^fm^'widle'tfe  washer 

ind  to8{^TteeSeta^!!yto  "d  g'-  |lHil'g’  > fay  th8t  a,,y  other  ‘Miserable  sinner  is  there.’  Was 
for hurting^'and  than  ^ and  b,ood?  1 as 

■titution  of  the  Unite!  States  1 and  the  'whole  iftow  ‘i  ‘°  Canvass  ll,m»  i”  a reli8io,,s  point  of 

,h'ir  ac,S; ""p  g,v"' -Wh*  g»T,^i7.rh(vTm‘.lnh; 

/others;  and  the  Lord  Almighty  is  removing  the 


l.iiliT  branches,  ns  foretold  in  the  Book  of  Mot  - the  .slaves  will,  in  nutt  y cases,  send  both  slave 
•non.  and  master  to  hell.  This  statement  comprises 

The  newspapers  nro  teeming  with  statements*,  much  in  n few  words.  The  blacks  should  bo 
tint  1 said,  “President  Pierce  and  all  bell  cmlii used  I ko  servants,  and  not  like  brutee,  but  they 
not  remove  mo  from  Office.”  1 will  t- II  yon?  most  serv* . It  is  tlieir  prlvilcgo  to  live  so  us  to 
what  I did  say,  and  what  I now  say;  the  Lord) enjoy  many  of  lite  blessings  which  attend  obedi- 
reigns  and  rules  in  the  armies  of  the  heavens,  and  fence  to  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel,  though 
does  liis  pleasure  among  the  inhabitants  of  lhe(  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  Priesthood, 
earth.  IIo  sets  up  a kingdom  here,  and  pulls)  But  to  proceed;  the  principal  evil  is  in  the  rulers, 
down  another  there,  at  his  pleasure.  IIo  walks) or  those  who  profess  to  be  rulers,  and  in  the  dis- 
in  the  midst  of  the  people,  and  they  know  it  not.)  pensors  of  the  law,  and  not  the  Constitution,  it  is 
He  makes  Kings,  Presidents,  and  Governors,  at)  pure.  Even  those  who  have  evil  in  tlieir  hearts, 
his  pleasure;  hence  I conclude  that  I shall  be  (when  they  contemplate  the  powers  that  lie,  ns 
Governor  of  Utali  Territory,  just  as  long  as  He S now7  exhibited  before  their  eyes,  when  they  think 
wants  me  to  be;  and  for  that  time,  neither  the  Pre- ) of  them  upon  their  beds,  and  in  their  most  sober 
sidentof  the  United  States,  nor  any  other  power, ) reflections,  are  beginning  to  realize  that  God  is 
can  prevent  it.  Then,  brethren  and  sisters,  be  (visiting  the  earth,  that  the  Latter-day  Saints  are 
not  worried  about  my  being  dismissed  from  office;  ( not  as  bad  a people  as  they  are  represented  to  bo 
for  when  the  President  appoints  another  man  to  \ by  their  enemies;  that  they  are  not  disposed  to 
be  Governor  of  Utah  Territory,  you  may  ackuow- ) be  hostile  to  the  Government,  aud  that  they  are  a 
ledge  that  the  Lord  has  done  it,  for  we  should ) good  peoplo.  Many  who  occasionly  reflect  calm- 
acknowledgo  his  hand  in  all  things.  / ly  are  beginning  to  realize  that  we  have  something 

All  people  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty,  and  ' which  they  know  but  little  ubout,  and  to  wish 
he  governs  and  controls  them,  though  they  can- ) that  they  understood  it.  When  they  cast  off  these 
not  perceive,  neither  do  they  acknowledge,  his) reflections  fear  comes  upon  thorn,  because  the 
handy-work.  lie  exalts  the  President  W be  the ) cry,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  is 
head  of  the  nation,  and  places  Kings  upon  their,  that  “ the  Mormons  are  agoing  to  do  something.” 
thrones.  There  is  not  a man  that  escapes  his  ' What  was  said  in  Nauvoo?  “Let  Joe  Smith 
cognizance,  and  he  brings  forth  his  purposes  in  ) and  the  Mormons  alone,  and  it  will  be  but  a little 
the  latter  days.  I can  tell  you  something  more,)  time  before  they  control  the  election  cf  this  State; 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  friends,  aud  the  United  (aud  the  man  that  Joe  Smith  says  shall  be  Gover- 
States,  and  all  the  world;  the  Lord  Almighty  will  nor,  so  will  lie  be,  and  the  men  whom  he  says 
not  suffer  his  Priesthood  to  be  again  driven  from  ■ shall  be  Representatives,  so  shall  they  be;  aud  we 
the  earth,  even  should  he  permit  the  wicked. to  kills  will  not  bear  it.” 

and  destroy  this  people.  The  Government  of  the ) It  was  the  priest  in  the  pulpit  thorniug  the 
United  Slates  and  all  the  Kings  of  the  world  may ) politician,  and  gouging  underneath,  saying,  “Don’t 
go  to  war  with  us,  but  God  will  preserve  a portion ) you  bear  it;”  and  this  because  the  priest  could 
of  the  meek  and  humble  of  this  people  to  bear  off  , not  bear  to  stand  up  in  the  pulpit  and  own  his 
the  Kingdom  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and  ^ shame  for  vindicating  a false  religion,  for  our 
will  defend  his  Priesthood;  for  it  is  the  last  time,  elders  could  silence  every  one  of  them,  and  crim- 
the  last  gathering  time;  and  he  will  not  suffer  the  son  their  faces  with  shame.  Hence  their  words 
Priesthood  to  be  again  drivon  from  the  earth. /and  determinations  wcie  and  are,  “We  will  kill 
They  may  massacre  men,  women,  and  children ;)  the  Mormons;”  and  the  priests  were  pinching 
but  the  Lord  will  not  suffer  them  to  destroy  the  ^ the  Mormons  from  behind  the  politicians.  How 
Priesthood;  and  I say  to  the  Saints  that,  if  they)  long  would  it  have  been  before  the  whole  election 
will  truly  practice  their  religion,  they  will  live  and ) of  Illinois  would  have  been  controlled  by  the 
not  be  cut  off.  ) Latter-day  Saints?  Our  enemies  saw  this,  and 

“ Tliero  is  a spirit  in  man;  and  the  inspiration ) the  devil  knew  it,  and  was  mad,  and  determined 
of  the  Almighty  giveth  them  understanding,”  and ) to  remove  us.  He  did  so,  and  1 thank  God  for  it. 
many  who  do  not  hold  the  Priesthood  have  ideas;  The  priests  and  the  politicians  could  discern  that 
which  are  really  true,  yet  they  are  not  always)  Morinouism  was  gathering  to  its  banner  its  thou- 
cerlain  whether  they  nre  true,  or  not.  The  cogi-  i sands  and  tens  of  thousands,  and  that  it  would  be 
tutions,  concerning  this  people,  of  men  upon  their  j but  a very  short  time  ere  the  State  would  be  gov- 
beds,  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the)  erned  entirely  by  the  Latter-day  Saints.  The 
members  of  Congress,  and  of  the  rulers  of  differ- ) whole  election  would  have  been  controlled  by 
cut  nations,  when  they  meditate  upon  the  condi-  them,  if  we  had  not  come  out,  and  forbidden  our 
tion  of  the  world,  and  their  final  exit  from  this)  people  to  vote.  We  had  to  do  this,  or  control  the 
stago  of  action,  are  that  there  is  no  evil  in  the  (ballot  box. 

Latter-day  Saints.  A ltd  I tell  you,  in  the  name)  They  succeeded  in  killing  Joseph  Smith  and 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  that  their  secret  reflections ; Ilyrum  his  brother,  and  in  driving  us  to  theso 
tell  them  this,  uuless  they  are  so  far  depraved  by  / vallies.  Now,  we  are  here,  and  what  are  they 
wickedness  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lias  ceased ) afraid  of?  I will  tell  you,  they  are  afraid  that  we 
to  strive  with  them.  But  as  soon  as  they  engage  ( shall  become  independent  of  them, 
in  the  turmoil  of  their  daily  duties,  the  hue  and^  The  relation  between  us  and  the  Government 
cry  that  “the  Mormons  are  about  to  do  this,  and  > may  be  likened  to  a man  having  twelve  sons,  and 
that,”  attracts  their  attention.  Formerly  the)  all  the  elder  sous  pitch  upon  the  younger  one,  ns 
rumor  was  that  “they  were  agoing  to  tamper  (Joseph’s  brethren  of  old  did  upon  him.  1 hey 
with  tlie  slaves,”  when  we  had  never  thought  of)  persecuted  him,  and  lied  to  thoir  father  about  him, 
such  a thing.  The  seed  of  Ham,  which  is  the '.and  tried  to  alienate  the  feelings  of  the  old  man 
seed  of  Cain  descending  through  Ham,  will,  nc- ; from  him,  and  succeeded  in  a measure  in  estrang- 
cording  to  the  curse  put  upon  him,  serve  his ) ing  the  feelings  of  the  father  irom  the  young  child, 
brethren,  and  be  a “servant  of  sorvants”  to  his  ( So  it  is  with  tiie  General  Government  and  us. 
fellow-creatures,  until  God  removes  the  curse;  ( We  have  plead  time  and  time  again,  and  will 
and  no  power  can  hinder  it  These  are  my  views  , plead,  saying,  “ Spare  us,  love  us;  we  mean  to  be 
upon  slavery.  I will  here  say  a little  more  upon  )one  of  the  best  boys  you  have  got;  bo  kind  to  us, 
this  point.  The  conduct  of  the  whites  towards  )and  if  you  chasten  us,  it  may  be  said  that  we  nave 


14 


DISCOURSE. 


you  because  we  have  die 
e will  whip  ycu  because  we 


kissed  the  rod  and  reverenced  the  baud  that  give  ‘ we  will  chas 
it,  and  tried  again:  but  be  merciful  to  us,  for  do  power  to  do  it; 
you  not  see  that  we  are  a dutiful  child?”  But  are  stronger  that.  j.... 

no,  Tom,  Bill,  Dick,  Harrj',  and  the  rest  of  the  I will  take  the  Government  of  the  United 
boys  are  eternally  running  to  the  old  man  with -States,  and  the  laws  of  Missouri  and  Illinois  from 
lies  in  their  mouths,  and  ho  will  chastise  little  the  year  1833  to  1845,  and  if  they  had  been  car- 
Joseph.  And  though  the  old  fellow  has  not  come  l ied  out  according  to  their  letter  and  spirit,  thev 
out  in  open  war  upon  him,  and  arrayed  the  force  - would  have  strung  up  the  murderers  and  mobo- 
and  arms  of  the  Government  to  kill  '.lie  boy,  yet  crats  who  illegally  and  unrighteously  killed,  plun- 
he  sleeps  in  his  chair,  and  dreams  it  over,  and  dered,  harassed,  uud  expelled  us.  I will  tell  you 
talks  in  his  sleep,  saying,  “ Go  it  boys,  go  it  boys,  how  much  I love  those  characters.  If  they  had 
we  will  not  say  anything  here.”  And  Tom,  Bill, ' any  respect  to  their  own  welfare,  they  would 
Dick,  etc.,  commence  pounding  on  to  little  Joseph; /come  forth  and  say,  whether  Joseph  Smith  was 
and  the  old  man  is  dozing  in  his  chair,  saying,  a Prophet  or  not,  “wo  shed  his  blood,  and  now 
‘‘ it  boys.”  What  will  become  of  this  little  < let  us  atone  for  it;”  and  they  would  be  willing 
Joseph.  1 will  teil  you.  Wo  are  n child  of  the ' to  have  t heir  heads  chopped  off,  that  their  blood 
Government,  one  of  tho  youngest  children,  and /might  run  upon  the  ground,  and  the  smoke  of 
we  chug  to  our,  parent,  and  desire  to  be  reckoned  < it  rise  before  the  Lord  as  an  incense  for  their  sins, 
in  tho  family,  and  to  hail  our  brethren  as  brethren,  I love  them  thut  much.  But  if  tiie  Lord  w ishes 
and  be  numbered  among  them  either  in  a Terri-  them  to  live  and  foam  out  their  sins  before  all 
tonal,  or  Stale  capacity.  What  next?  The,  men  and  women,  it  is  all  right,  I care  not  where 
cry  is  raised  by  the  older  boys  that  “it  never,  they  go,  or  what  they  do. 
will  do  to  admit  this  younger  child  into  the  union,  I have  but  one  fear  concerning  this  people  in 
ho  is  an  alien,  and  we  must  exclude  him  ” I will:  the  valleys  of  the  mountains,  f have  but  one 
tell  you  what  this  will  amount  to,  they  will  pound  trembling  sensation  in  the  nerves  of  mv  spirit 
and  abuse  little  Joseph  until  his  affections  are; and  that  is,  lest  we  do  not  live  tho  religion  we’ 
entirely  weaned  from  his  parent,  and  from  his,,  profess  If  we  will  only  practice  what  we  pro - 
brethren,  and  he  becomes  an  independent  boy.  fess,  I tell  you  we  are  at  the  defiance  of  all  hell. 
Who  wi  1 cause  this;  the  Mormons?  No,  the  But  if  we  transgress  the  law  God  has  given  us, 
?hey  w}'1  l,rSe  011  tl,eir  ‘ a,ld  trample  his  mercies,  blessings,  and  ordinances 
hostility  agnuist  little  Joseph  until  he  is  driven  into  > under  our  feet,  and  treat  them  with  the  indiffer- 
e non  cl  i ^ w 1 ,17  CC°  ni  Wen’  !f.  ‘llis  is  aot  EgyPl  eue®  which  I have  thought  that  some  occasionally 
Swh.7^  " Pn  fi,nd  ll?  , d0’  ,10t  fulIy  rea|iz*ng  the  obligations  that  they 

VV  hat  is  agoing  to  be  done  wih  these  turbulent  are  under  to  their  God,  I have  feared  that  in  coii- 
r.Ut1rag,COl,S  M?rm?ns?”  1 will  sequence  they  would  be  overcome,  and  that  tho 
tell  you  what  might  be  done,  and  what  ought  to  Lord  would  let  them  be  scat  ter  ad  and  smitten. 
and  ^Pr«.i.!^°Ve/n,KenrtT°f  lba  United  States, ; But  only  let  them  live  their  religion,  and  I have 
im  ihJ^  bf°  | hie  United  States  ought  to  no  more  fears  with  regard  to  their  being  driven, 
do  Mefh<Slm°Pr!ih^fe  Ea“er'day  Sfi,,,s  as  they  and  with  regard  to  their  enemies  having  power 
kerkm  ™ l ’ Presbyten.anism>  Quakerism,  Sha-  over  them,  than  I have  with  regard  to  these  moun- 
wS^’ou  foT,I!I0  her  ‘fmS’  n,‘d  ,Say’  “Uere,  I ) tains  being  blown  over  upon  this  city.  I am 
, non/for  ? your,  Ungues _ about  the  Mor-  - willing  to  fight,  or  to  go;  to  run,  or  to  stay;  or 
Xfo’n  i von  llnv.r  ,JU  aS  g°°d  l rirht,t0  tIleir  to  do  aliy|hi"g  else  that  the  Lord  Almighty  rc- 
neoDle  netiHon^  . And  when  the  quires  of  me  for  his  Kingdom’s  sake,  and  then  to 

t ,at.  (as  the  rig,u  of  ,;jy  down  m.v  lif0  for  his  cause.  But  I swear  by 
those  wh o a r!  13  lhe  Uduty  of  the  Gods  of  eternify  d>at  I will  not  suffer  men  in 

,i0°" *7 ' , P?  ad1reSSePt0,hfi:fken,,°  the  Pe!i-)our  streets,  and  in  our  bouses,  to  corrupt  this 
of  their  n let  them  have  officers  people  and  overthrow  them,  the  Loid.and  good 

I*  Ch?ice'  °[  lhc  «PP<>inting  power  is  men  being  my  helpers.  g 

U e netu'le  h3d^  r '°  P^°P'e’  and  tlle  niass  of  To  whom  do  I allude  bnt  to  those  who  wish  to 
hanrPThonLH/^"8|  °f  gavernment  in  their 'destroy  this  people?  Not  one.  I am  not  op- 
Ses  thev  hJv.  a f rry  out  li'™e  P*«-  I^ed  to  any  man  or  set  of  men  who  are  here, 

mfd  wherw?XJ??oPr^r “v  Pr°feSS  '°?bide  by’  there’  y°nder>  or  anywhere  else,  but  1 am  op- 

appointed  ooZrJZm  Ze ft"'  °rd ’‘“i  ""y  ■ 


and  when  we  wish  for  a Governor,  or  a Judge 

weprefer  audnoMhns^T’  let-i|US  ,mV°  the  me“  uo  ,ou,lu  1,1  ine  wncie  earu,5  1 ^ opposi 

raportfalJohooda  about  ua  “‘“l  "^'g^ou.ne.a,  „.d  I always  , intend  to  Z. 


the  whole  earth;  I am  opposed  to 
less,  ai  d I always  intend  to  be. 

I prefer  to  remark  upon  subjects  as  thev  pre- 

Ol.l  (I 1 4-  ...  • , I . * \ . 


who  walked  ovef  the  nlnin^  nr!i  lerf  to'day  seut  ‘hemselves  to  my  >«»*>d;  though  I might 
know  what  thev OS ins  and  deserts;  they  prepare  a course  of  lectures,  and  confine  myself 
fiber. ^motier7^/K-M  ed-  Pey  ,eft  their  t0  8iven  subjects,  as  I have  often  done; ‘but 

lSf  £ ;^d  • dren  011  the  prai_ie’  and  whe"  1 am  in  “’is  s'a»d  I hoist  tho  gat;  and 
will  not  in  this  tinfe  bave  n6T*r  s,no0  seen,  anti ) let  the  llood  run,  not  caring  which  way  it  goes, 
th  ~me*, for  tllPy  8leeP  in  t,la  silent  / or  how.  j b > 

country  tha^hadesst^h011  thls  ,in  %hting  for  the  What  happened  when  I chastised  a runaway 
Do  I ove  murlLt  a , , {officer?  1 did  »«*  aay  one  rash  word  to  him, 

good  men?  No  T a“d  m.obo®rats  as  }rao  "or  chastise  him  half  as  much  as  ho  deserved; 
that  tiie  l ord  wmil  i • ^or  1 bem  • Yes,  1 but  I told  him  what  ho  was,  and  how  ho  looked 

owi  mouths  and^L^fem  °Ut  °f  their^°  m.e;  what  hc  was  sent  ^ aad  what 

We  plead  all  tho  Timi  tn  i/'  i . . , h,e  shou,d  be>  if  he  'm'gnified  his  office.  Before 

be  permitted  tn  lit  * l°  b et  alone>  and  to  1,10  meeting  was  out  the  word  was,  “O!  we  are 
whipped  and  Abused  ilthSSf6’  ?#l  l°  be  *Joh'S  ,0  bo  driven:  hcre  is  a mob  coming.” 
“flesh  of  vo«r  flesh  J ‘ Cat8e’  f°r  'Vc  are  Said  l’  “Get  out  of  my  way,  or  I will  kick  you 
then  wh/not  let  n«  b °-  y°UJ  ba,,e;”  out;  what  are  you  afraid  of?”  “O!  of  the  Gov- 
we  let  yoVenicv  von^J  t’°Ur,iP-,eCe  °f,caJke’  as  ernment  of  the  United  Slates?”  I replied,  “Let 
plead,  and  plead  conlinunllv^bnt*  we  plead»“"d  me  die  and  go  to  my  Father  in  heaven,  before 
y,  but  no,  say  they,  \ I stoop  to  that  abominable  wickedness;  I never 
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Wh 


" ill  stoop  to  it,  sc 
tlio  result  of  the  & 
chastened,  and  oui 
here  told  him  in  W 
tened  for  his  own  ii 
expect  they  did  not 

Do  you  suppose  that  I an  .... 
down,  and  suffer  this  people  to  bow  down 


* Iwlp  me  God.” 
ourso  I then  too 
r Chief  Justice 
ishington,  that  Ii 
)i<juity,  and  saic 


atlenieu,  and  let  us  know  what 
are  as  I do,  that  all  the  earth 


your  colors,  ge 
»!  He  was) and  who  you 
vho  is  now  c may  see  and  hi 
? was  chas-^  Have  l any  feelings  against  the  man  who  has 
to  him,  l a true  heait  for  Constitutional  rights?  I have 
it  enough.  nothing  but  lo-e  and  good  feelings  for  all  such, 
g to  croucli  / V\  hat  have  I for  the  sinner,  the  liypocrite,  the 
,v  down  con- < unbelie w-  *ha  <u~  t.--..  .. 


fae^ots  of  fire  nn/t  ’,1  r s''ords>  and  y°ur , notlimg  but  chastisement  for  them,  until  they 
She?  than  wo  S rdeSl,,°y  lh°  'v!,olc  0/„us>  lePcnt  of  their  wicked  wavs,  and  turn  to  God 
tho*  If  . r , *°rsake  our  religion.  Wlie-  / and  find  mercy.  This  is  according  to  mv  priestly 

wh  t?  1 .t.'uo,or  fa,seis  none  of  your  business;  office.  I informed  you,  in  mv^discourse  (hat 
trie  orr  l ^ d.°Ctri,,°  of  PIuia!ity  ^ wives  is  ha. just  been  read,  that  my  SionTfi”  t aid 
true  or  false  is  none  of  your  business.  We  (foremost  with  me,  and  I will  send  it  to  all  the 

iim^s8  tU  Chuff  of  P°Plt  ‘h"018  °m  ,rueli'  eart>  to  President  Pi('1CP-  whether  h e retains  me 
S,  »V ^'■„T.rri«ory  .or.  not, 
have  to  in  their 


hi™’|0'  E°.Ph'‘t'’  "01l‘"  l|'illol"i»l>l!oniiw|i«th'it"Tshoi"id  Wpre«We™t^of”rihrWS 

Hne  ? isa,Ei,!le  “rKing  of  Great  Britain,  or  Monarch  of 

of  the  GPS  fh  ,d  n “d,-,ll>«/l“lr,nc  "11  the  world,  my  religion  and  my  God  are  first 
Of  the  Gods  of  eternity,  and,  of  the  heavens,) and  foremost  with  me.  My  kingship,  mv  nre- 
a d wilf  l°  falI,'erS  ‘I16  earth, ) sidentsl.ip  and  all  shall  bow  to  that  eternal  Priest- 

and  will  sa\e  the  world  at  last,  and  bring  us  hood,  which  God  has  bestowed  upon  me.  I have 
into  Atirahain  s bosom,  if  wo  ever  get  there. , been  Governor  of  this  Territory  ever  since  it  has 
Aie  tlio  officers  of  the  Government  the  judges  had  one,  and  in  all  my  official  transactions  I have 
ol  our  religion?  It  is  none  of  their  business  ; acted  in  accordance  wiih  (he  Priesthood.  I never 
whether  it  is  true  or  false.  I know  whether  it  will  infringe  upon  it  with  anything  I mar  operate  in 
is  true  or  not,  and  that  is  enough  for  me;  you  :n  any  office;  let  (hem  ail  go  by  the  board,  before 
Know,  brethren  and  sisters,  and  that  is  enough  , I will  be  brought  into  a situation  that  will  cause 
or  you.  11  they  do  not  believe  it,  wo  do  not  , me  to  infringe  upon  my  Priesthood.  In  all  my 
trouble  them  with  it.  We  say  that  we  wiil-Joings  as  an  Elder  of  Israel,  as  holding  the  keys 
meet  you  as  friends,  and  as  neighbours,  as  the  Priesthood  to  this  generation, .if  I continue 
flesh  of  our  flesh  and  bone  of  our  bene,”  but  lobe  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  I shall  mag- 
not,  as  the  world  meet  you,  upon  the  platform  ' nify  my  office  by  my  Priesthood.  No  matter 
of  corruption  and  iniquity.  We  are  not  there,  " hat  my  Priesthood  and  calling  are,  all  mu9t  bow 
neither  will  wc  meet  you  there;  but  we  will;  to  my  God,  and  to  his  commandments.  Havel 
hail  you  as  friends,  and  as  brethren,  pertaining ) been  obliged  to  violate  any  law?  No.  The 
to  the  citizenship  of  the  Government;  so  we r Priesthood  assists  me  to  honor,  to  preserve,  to  see, 
nail  the  officers  who  are  now  with  us.  And  if  ' and  understand  the  welfare  of  the  Government  I 
the  gallant  gentleman  who  is  now  in  our  midst' !am  acting  for,  and  enables  me  so  to  do  a thousand 
had  received  the  commission  of  Governor  of  thisS  times  more  effectually  than  I could  if  I had  not 
Territory,  as  was  reported,  and  had  accepted  it,/  this  Priesthood;  and  if  any  one  can  produce  doc- 
I would  have  taken  off  my  hat  and  honored  the  ' uraenfB  lo  prove  that  any  Governor  lias  magnified 
appointment;  and  this  people  would  have'  been)  b*3  office  belter  than  I have,  let  him  bring  them 
just  as  passive  and  submissive  to  him  us  ever(^or*k- 

they  could  be  to  me.  That  I will  warrant,  and  > Jn  the  ^ree  and  independent  Government  of  the 
vouch  for.  If  they  wish  to  send  a Governor ) United  States,  who  in  the?  eyes  of  the  Almighty 
here,  and  he  is  a gentleman,  like  the  one  I have < <0  have  the  privilege  of  sitting- in  the  Pres- 

referred  to,  every  heart  would  say  “Thank  God,  ( ldenfal  chair  to  be  countenanced,  adored,  loved, 
we  have  a man  to  stand  at  our  head  in  a gu-)an,{  reverenced  in  his  capacity,  and  be  justified 
bernatorial  capacity;  a man  who  lias  got  a good ) therein  by  the  heavenly  hosts?  It  is  that  man 
heart,  and  is  willing  that  we  should  enjoy  the  > w*10  *3  sanctified  before  God,  and  who  loves  the 
federal  rights  of  the  Constitution  as  well  as  him-)  Lord  Jesus  with  all  his  heart,  or  in  other  words, 
self.”  I am  with  all  such 


heart  and  w!l°  is  endowed  with  wisdom  from  on  high,  and 


, ~ ......  uu  duvii  liicii,  iicui  t uuu  ' , _ . . — n"?  ' 

hand.  But  for  a man  to  come  here  and  in- ) 133  revelations,  Visions,  and  dreams,  giving  him 
fringe  upon  my  individual  rights  and  privileges, ) understanding  to  provide  for  the  vt  elfare  of  every 

rm  <1  llnr.11  l ‘.II  “ 


provide  for  the  'a  elfare  of  every 


and  upon  those  of  my  brethren!  will  never)  Portion oE  the  nati°n,  and  a willingness  to  preserve 
’ ' - rge  such  an  \ *°  ®ver3'  one  their  fair  and  jusi  religious  rights,  as 


n;et  my  sanction,  and  I will  scourge  a 

”■0  until  he  leaves;  I am  after  him.  But  I ■ 


■I,)  well  as  political,  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  all. 
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say,  to  the  praise  of  the  gallant  gentleman  re- ( ,In  ‘5  ey-es  °f  E'crnal  Justice,  only  such  a man 
ferred  to,  if  there  was  agoing  to  be  a gentleman/  ia!  ,he  n£  ,*°  *hat  °JtCe-  They  are  afraid  to 
called  upon  to  be  our  Governor,  there  is  not  a F";  ? nVm  ,‘iCie  wb?  is  a PT°fessor  of  religion, 
man,  out  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  that  I would)  f,a,vPrs  J1IS  ov™  part-V-  A raan  is  a fo01 

listen  to  sooner,  and  feel  more  confidence  and  ) ,hat  would  do  that  when  he  has  laws  to  preserve 
cordiality  towards,  than  to  him  ] wish  this  > „ “®eP  inviola,e  towards  the  Methodists,  and 
meed  of  praise  could  be  awarded  to  every  offi- ) all£?,,*22U9  denominatidM.  1 • 

cer  in  the  Government,  but  it  cannot.  We  have  ; •,  , e K,nSdc»tn  that  Daniel  saw  will  push  forth 
some  of  the  most  corrupt,  damnable,  mean  curses  ( n a"d  that  ,aTw  Wl11  P™tect  the  Methodists, 
here  that  ever  disgraced  the  earth;  some  who  kerS’ Paganf!’  Jew?’  and  every  other  creed 
even  wish  to  carry  the  holy  sanctuary  iu  one  ( • eJf  evfJ  'TaS  °r  cv?.r  w? 1 b®’ ,n  their  religious 
hand  and  a jug  full  of  whiskey  in  the  other,  and  ' 4t.lh1e.sa|ne  time  the  Priesthood  will  hear 

follow  a whore,  and  have  a saint  trail  behind?  !f,  nd  . ’ if  government  of  the  Kingdom 

them  to  hold  up  their  garments  to  prevent  their  I!"der  C0?tr°  a,  tlllngs’  SO,that  eve7  k"ee  wil1 
drabbling.  They  are  like  the  pilot  fish  to  the  /hftT  C0?f®fs > ‘°.f h * of 

shark,  serving  to  lead  him  to  his  victlffT  I des-<  i ,,/  l ' ® ’ ,hat  Jes'ls  .,s  the  Christ.  Every 
pise  them;  and  so  does  every  good  man  Show  ^ 1 bT  0 bav.l0r>  aild,  acknowledge 

y b " 11  no"  and  confess  him  with  then-  mouths.  Can  they 


lt» 


DISCOURSE. 


still  be  Methodists?  Yes.  Piesbj  leriaiis?  Yes.  place  and  nation  " If  yotflei  Monuonism  ulone 
And  I some  expect  (hat  many  will  be  brought  I will  promise  that  every  honest  man  and 
into  close  places,  as  the  Jew  was  by  the  Catholic  ' woman  in  the  United  States  will  be  in  the 
priest.  The  Jew  fell  through  the  ice,  and  was . Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
about  to  drown,  and  implored  the  Catholic  priest ' and  be  governed  by  the  Law  of  God. 
to  pull  him  out.  “I  cannot,”  said  the  priest,  / Let  them  take  the  counsel  ot  the  late  Captain 
‘‘except  you  repent,  and  become  a Christian.”  ( Gunnison  who  was  massacred  by  the  Indians; 
Said  the  Jew,  •Pull  me  out  this  once.”  ‘"Do  you  t he  was  eonvineed  that  it  would  not  do  to  perse- 
belie™  m the  I.or.l  Jesus  Chust,  and  the  Holyicute  ,lie  Mormons,  /or  every  /hno  wc  wore 
Catholic  Church? J aske,  the  priest.  Xlie  Jew  dtive„  we  b,„  succeeded  beyond  our  most 
answered,  “No,1  do  not.’  “pten  yo"  must  stay  dine  anlicip,tion,.  It  ha9  happened  to  us 

K Tl,  T hel *■  T !h.e  ‘ as  it  did  to  the  old  man’s  stone  wall  which  was 

awhile.  ‘‘Do  you  believe  in  Jesus  Christ  now.-’  , , . , , . c . - , „„  , 

‘■O  yes,  take  me  out.”  “Well,”  remarked  the< Svu feet  h.gh and  si*  feet thick.  The  hoys  could 
priest,  “thank  God  that  anothet  si., net  has  re-  "ot  S?*  *PPles.  *"d  n!,”°»?  themselves 

pented;  you  are  sate  now,  and  while  you  are  safe , "'c  wlU'um  over  the  old  wall;  they  turned  it 
I will  send  yon  rieht  to  heaven’s  gate,”  and  lie  °,cr  “d  11  higher  than  before,  bo  with  us, 
gave  the  Jew  a push  under  the  ice.  ( everJ  time  tl,e  Mormons  have  been  driven  they 

I most  assuredly  expect  that  the  time  will  ccme  , l,avc  enlarged  their  borders.  Look  out,  drive  us 
when  every  tongue  shall  confess,  and  every  knee;3®8*11  an(l  we  will  take  the  kingdom  before  you 
shall  bow  to  the  Savior,  though  the  people  may ) are  aware  of  i'. 

believe  what  they  will  with  regard  to  religion.  We  certainly  shall  gather  out  all  the  good  as 
The  kingdom  that  Daniel  saw  will  actually  make  ' fast  as  we  can,  'o:  the  people  who  love  truth  will 
■ laws  to  protect  every  man  in  his  l ights,  as  our (hear  sound  argument  which  is  our  rule  of  battle, 
government  does  now,  whether  the  religions  of  the  ; and  it  is  a scientific  one.  Ptow  come  on  to  war, 
people  are  true  or  false.  We  believe  this  as  sin-  , whenever  you  think  best,  and  we  will  gather  out 
cerely  as  we  believe  anything  else;  and  I think?  the  honest  until  the  last  seed  of  Israel  isgalher- 

that  the  course  of  this  people  has  proved  it  as  far  ; Pd  and  there  is  hardly  enough  left  to  electa 
as  the  acts  of  the  children  of  men  are  concerned.  President,  even  among  the  Know-Nothimm. 

All  creation  could  ask  for  no  more  witnesses  than  Only  persecute  us  and  we  will  grow  the  faster, 
they  have  that  the  New  Testament  ts  true  thattg  lh  .vv|la„hall  we  do,  do  tell  u,  which  way 
Jesus  ts  the  Christ,  that  the  holy  prophets , are*  “/,half  { we  do  , R „ hlt  to  d 

true,  that  the  Rook  of  Mormon  is  true,  and  that  ( „ . ...  ’ 

Joseph  Smith  was  a prophet  and  revelator.  But S "h“  l“  “*>  '[  ‘hem  “'ey  will  grow 

the  Lord  has  so  ordainld  that  no  man  shall  re.  , ‘be  faster,  and  take  away  our  place  and  nation, 
ceive  the  benefits  of  the  everlasting  Priesthood  ) “j  ““  ”°°'  P“P J*  l“  follow  them, 

without  humbling  himself  before  Him,  and  giving  ) and  wliat  s‘ial‘  WR  do  • >t  is  a hard  case  I know . 
Him  the  glory  for  teaching  him,  that  he  maybe)  When  strangers  come  among  us  they  often 
able  (o  witness  to  every  man  of  the  truth,  and  not  < feel  diffident,  for  we  keep  to  ourselves  here  in 
depend  upon  the  words  of  any  individual  on  the  ( these  distant  parts,  and  do  not  always  immedi- 
earlh,  but  know  for  himself,  live  “by  every  word  , ately  know  whether  we  are  about  to  receive 
that  proceeded)  out  of  the  mouth  of  God,”  love ) friends,  or  enemies,  into  our  community.  We 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  institutions  of  His  /have  been  persecuted  and  driven,  and  been  a 
kingdom,  and  finally  enter  into  His  glory.  Every  ( scoff  and  a by- word,  and  when  strangers  come 

man  and  woman  may  be  a revelator,  and  have  the  s among  us  they  feel  a delicacy  in  making  our 

testimony  of  Jesus  which  is  the  spirit  of  prophecj',  sequsintance.  I sny,  brethern  nod  sister!  be 
end  foresee  the  mind  and  will  ot  God  concerning  franl  >vilh  strangers,  and  when  you  talk  iith 
them,  eschew  evil,  and  choose  that  winch  is  ( them  „r  are  in  th’cir /.resonce,  live  Jour  reiioion, 

There  are  thousands  of  things  I would  like  to \ Tf  H'  'ronVt*«  1™,‘.h’.  , 

name  with  regard  to  ourselves  and  our  Govern-  .r,Yo"  s,y’.“  J ov,l“‘y  '"y 

ment.  Our  whole  interest  is  in  it;  we  cling  to  it  r,,f ",  n’a'“,est  *«  ‘bem  what  your  religion  I- 
as  a suckling  child  to  its  mother’s  breast,  and  we ) aud,  lf,the/  are  h,oneat  e.T,e  \onS  the7  wi»  fa»  i 
will  hang  to  it  until  they  beat  us  off,  until  we  can  ( 


m j ^ w i u i > c ta  i with  it,  if  not  tliey  will  take  up  their  line  of 

hang  no  longer,  and  this  will  never  happen,  unless  \ marcb  and  *eave  us!  and  my  prayer  is  that  we 
they  drive  us  from  it  under  the  pretext  of  what  (n,ay  be  delivered  from  every  inbred  corruption. 
Mormonism  is  agoing  to  do.  What  is  the  King- ) *ar  as  the  time  and  your  patience  would 

dom  of  God  agoing  to  accomplish  on  the  earth?  /permit.  I have  endeavoured  to  candidly  and truly 
It  will  revolutionize  not  only  the  United  States,  / portray  our  leal  feelings  and  views  with  regard 
but  the  whole  world,  and  will  go  forth  from  Jhe  ( to  the  General  Government,  the  members  of  the 
morning  to  the  evening,  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  (various  Christian  denominations,  the  upright 
to  the  going  down  of  the  same,  so  shall  be  the  > everywhere,  and  the  corrupt  and  abominable 

to  be  found;  and  also  to 
f the  scenes  and  incidents 


ushering  forth  of  the  Gospel  until  the  whole  earth  ) wherever  they  are  to 
is  deluged  with  it,  and  the  righteous  are  gathered. ) briefly  sketch  a few  of  t;.„  »w„ 

The  sinner  will  slay  the  sinner,  the  wicked  ' of  our  past  and  present  history, 
will  fall  upon  the  wicked  until  there  is  an  utter  ( Let  us  live  our  religion,  and  show  the  world 
overthrow  and  consumption  upon  the  face  of  the  > that  we  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  better  than 
whole  earth,  until  God  reigns  whose  right  it  is.) anything  else.  Though  the  world  persecute  you. 
As  it  was  said  in  the  days  of  the  Saviour,  “ if  yet  cling  to  the  Lord  and  the  Holy  Gospel,  even 
we  let  this  man  alone  you  may  depend  upon  its  if  you  lay  down  your  lives  for  the  truth's  sake 
that  through  his  influence  he  will  lake  away  our  ; May  God  bless  you  Amen. 


